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A Specialized Program is a school or program that has a 
particular focus. In applying for a Specialized Program, you 
are applying with the intention of attending that school, in the 
requested program, every day for the next 4 years.

● Transportation is the responsibility of the applicant.
● If a student opts to not continue in a program, they will be 

expected to return to their designated school by address.

Central Student Interest Programs

Important Information to Consider Before you 
Apply for a Specialized Program



● Applicants select one TYPE of program.
● Applicants have a primary program choice, and may opt to 

include an alternate program choice.
● The alternate program choice MUST be of the same type 

of program. (*NEW*)

Central Student Interest Programs

Important Information to Consider Before you 
Apply for a Specialized Program



Important Information to Consider Before you 
Apply for a Specialized Program

Alternate choices will only be considered after all primary applications 
for that program (living in the city of Toronto) have been considered.

Applicants living outside the city of Toronto will be considered after all 
applicants residing in Toronto have been considered for their primary 
and alternate choices.

If an applicant is accepted to their primary choice school, they will not 
be considered for their alternate choice. 

If an applicant is offered a spot in their alternate choice, they will 
remain on the waitlist for their primary choice until the waitlist expires.. 



● Applicants to secondary programs who were not in a TDSB 
school in June 2025 will need to upload a PDF of their June 
2025 report card (and their first report if the data is not shown in 
the June report card). (*NEW*)

● Applicants must meet the report card benchmark in order to be 
eligible for consideration. (*NEW*) 
○ Meeting the benchmark does not guarantee that the 

applicant will be seated. 

Central Student Interest Programs

Important Information to Consider Before you 
Apply for a Specialized Program



● In order to be an eligible applicant, the following Grade 7 (applicants 
for Grade 9) or Grade 8 (applicants for Grade 10) report card marks 
will be reviewed and no more than 2 can fall below the Provincial 
Standard (70%):

● Language
● Math
● Science and Technology
● Geography

Central Student Interest Programs

Applicant Eligibility: Report Card Benchmark

● History
● French (average of 4 strands)
● Art (average of 4 strands)
● Physical and Health Education 

(average of 2 strands)

Applicants may wish to use the Report Card Benchmark Calculator 
to confirm their eligibility before applying.

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/cpao/Central-Program-Admissions-Office/Specialized-Programs/Applicant-Eligibility-Benchmark-Calculator


● November 24, 2025  - Specialized Programs Online Application 
opens

● December 12, 2025 - Specialized Programs Online Application closes 
(noon) 

Students and parents/guardians and caregivers are encouraged to attend 
all relevant Open Houses to learn more about the programs.

Late applications will not be accepted.

All applicants must be attend the in-person demonstration of knowledge 
and skills.

Central Student Interest Programs

Specialized Programs Application Timelines



● Admissions are no longer based on applicant interest and through a 
lottery. Applicants will be selected and seated in programs based 
on the strength of their application. (*NEW*)

○ Report card achievement from select subjects from 2024-25 will 
make up 30% of your applicant score.

○ The evaluation of your demonstration of knowledge and skills will 
make up the remaining 70% of your applicant score.

Visit the Academic Achievement and Demonstration of Knowledge and Skills 
website for more detailed information.

Central Student Interest Programs

Seating Criteria for Specialized Programs

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/cpao/Central-Program-Admissions-Office/Specialized-Programs/Academic-Achievement-and-Demonstration-of-Knowledge-and-Skills


Applicants can request learning related accommodations on the in-person 
demonstration of knowledge and skills in the application. 

Appropriate accommodations relevant to the format of the assessment, 
supported by the applicant’s Individual Education Plan will be provided.

● Individual Education Plans for TDSB applicants will be accessed 
internally.

● Non-TDSB applicants must bring hard copies of their Individual 
Education Plan to the in-person session. 

Contact CentralPrograms@tdsb.on.ca with any questions related to 
accommodations.

Central Student Interest Programs

Learning-Related Accommodations

mailto:CentralPrograms@tdsb.on.ca


Applicants for whom English is not their first language, where the 
applicant has been in Canada for less than 5 years, can request learning 
related accommodations on the in-person demonstration of knowledge 
and skills in the application. 

Appropriate accommodations relevant to the format of the assessment, 
that are being provided by the current school and that are consistent with 
EQAO accommodations, will be provided.

This may include the use of a translating dictionary (not electronic) and 
extra time.

Contact CentralPrograms@tdsb.on.ca with any questions related to 
accommodations.

Central Student Interest Programs

Learning-Related Accommodations 
for Multilingual Learners

mailto:CentralPrograms@tdsb.on.ca


Average of Language, Math, Science, French (one mark 
determined by averaging the four individual French 
strands), Geography and History.

PowerSchool will calculate a “Grade” for each applicant based on the June Report 
2 achievement data. 

Should there be no Report 2 mark, the Report 1 mark will be used for that subject.

This average will make up 30% of the applicant score.

Central Student Interest Programs

Report Cards Marks for International 
Baccalaureate Programs:



Tuesday, December 16, 2025 
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
At your Primary Choice International Baccalaureate program school

60-minute in-person evaluation and written response
 
● Format will be multiple choice (30 min) and one opinion-based written question (30 

min).

● Multiple Choice will assess skill in mathematical reasoning and problem solving, and 
French Language proficiency. 

● The demonstration of skills and knowledge assess content learning from the grade 7 
curriculum expectations and will focus on problem-solving and thinking skills. 

● Written question will be assessed by rubric. 

Central Student Interest Programs

Demonstration of Knowledge and Skills for 
International Baccalaureate Programs:



Further details about the demonstration of knowledge and 
skills can be found on the Academic Achievement and 
Demonstration of Knowledge and Skills website.

Information about what to bring to your in-person assessment 
will be provided upon submission of your application.

Central Student Interest Programs

Resources: 

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/cpao/Central-Program-Admissions-Office/Specialized-Programs/Academic-Achievement-and-Demonstration-of-Knowledge-and-Skills
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/cpao/Central-Program-Admissions-Office/Specialized-Programs/Academic-Achievement-and-Demonstration-of-Knowledge-and-Skills


The placement process will occur centrally and all communication will 
come from the Central Program Admissions Office. Please do not contact 
schools directly for selection results.

● February 11, 2026 - Acceptances and waitlist status will be sent 
centrally, via email to all applicants. Offers expire February 17, 2026 
at 4:00 p.m. 
○ This is the same date that seating through Out-of-Area 

Admissions will also be sent.

● Offers will be made on February 18 and February 25, 2026 where 
seats are available. Central Waitlists will expire after this date.

Central Student Interest Programs

Acceptances: Timelines



International Baccalaureate Programs
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International Baccalaureate Diploma Program



International Baccalaureate Programs

Specific course offerings at all five sites are listed on the Central Website.

Central Student Interest Programs

IB Diploma Course Requirements



The IB Diploma Program exceeds the curriculum and program 
requirements of the Ontario Secondary School Diploma. 

The program comes at a cost of $3,300/student over the course of 
4 years. 

The cost is subject to change as the program is cost-recovery.

Students in the International Baccalaureate program will be 
expected to pay fees to cover the cost of the program. 

International Baccalaureate Program Fees



Grade 8 applicants seated for Grade 9 in September 2026 will be 
required to submit payment of $550 in order to confirm and hold 
their seat at the time of placement, starting in February 2026.

Fees paid each year are non-refundable.

Current Costs

Grade 10  $550

Grade 11 $1100

Grade 12 $1100

International Baccalaureate Program Fees



Subsidies will be available for applicants with a gross 
household family income of less than $50,000, ensuring that 
no student is left behind due to financial constraints. 

2024 Canada Revenue Notice of Assessments and/or tax 
returns for the household will be required when requesting a 
subsidy.

IB Program Fee Subsidies



The aim of all IB programmes is 
to develop globally- minded 
people who recognize our 
common humanity, a 
responsibility for shared 
guardianship of the planet, and 
wish to create a better and more 
peaceful world. 

All potential applicants are 
expected the read and review the 
IB Learner Profile.

Central Student Interest Programs

International Baccalaureate Learner Profile

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/fd82f70643ef4086b7d3f292cc214962/learner-profile-en.pdf

