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ADA 3M1-Dramatic Arts

Grade 11 University/college

Richview Collegiate institute

Ms. Beaulieu

	Requirements-An actor’s journal and binder for handouts.

Evaluation-All assignments may be accessed online through A/W or the school server at   R.c.i/pickup/Beaulieu/grade 11 drama
This course requires students to experiment individually and collaboratively with forms and conventions of both drama and theatre from various cultures and time periods. Students will interpret dramatic literature and other text and media sources while learning about various theories of directing and acting. Students will examine the significance of dramatic arts in various cultures, and will analyze how the knowledge and skills developed in drama are related to their personal skills, social awareness, and goals beyond secondary school.

This focus course on acting explores acting theory through various sources: self-created, classical and contemporary works. 

	Course Overview

ADA 3M1 challenges the student actor to develop his or her acting skills through the examination of self-created, classical and modern works, both individually and collaboratively. This examination is supported through the study of acting styles and theories. 

	Scope & Sequence- Unit Descriptions

	UNIT I. The Actor
The teacher chooses sources to generate discussion, activities, and experiences to create a safe, inclusive environment for all students to be able to take performance risks.  Within this unit, students will study the evolution of the actor and will gain an understanding of an actor's role and his/her professional responsibilities and the interpersonal skills required to be an effective cast member. Students will also explore various warm up activities that will help them relax, focus, and warm up their vocal chords and body for performance. Students review key dramatic forms such as tableau, mime, movement and character development.
UNIT II.  The Classics

Students will explore classical acting through the works of classical playwrights. These will include of the works from: the Ancient Greeks (Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides), Renaissance English Theatre (Christopher Marlowe, Ben Johnson, William Shakespeare), Commedia D’ell Arte as well as Modern playwrights such as, Brecht, Ibsen, Gogol, Sartre and Durrenmatt.  Students will research the historical context of these plays and the style in which they were performed.  Students will create a presentation for their peers on the historical context, conventions and acting styles from the source of their scene study. Students will try to re-create the period's performance environment e.g. performing a scene from Electra in an ancient Athenian Theatre style and perform using the time period's performance conventions. e.g. the use of a chorus, mask, etc.

UNIT III. The Role
Students begin by exploring their own body language through their posture, how they stand and sit, and the mannerisms and gestures they use so that they can better understand when they are being themselves and when they are acting as someone else. They will then examine other people, exploring different ways of walking, standing and sitting, and different ways of portraying emotions through a variety of gestures, mannerisms, and facial expressions. Students will then study and explore acting teachers such as Stanislavski, Strasberg, Uta Hagen, Meisner, etc. and their methods.
Unit IV. The Script

Students explore the script as actors telling a story. They will explore finding the given circumstances in a script and creating the backstory for the characters they are playing. Students learn about objectives, intention, playing conflict and subtext.  They will make physical choices that will help tell the story and reveal what the character is thinking and feeling. They will learn about listening and reacting and working as an ensemble so that they can play moment to moment, making adjustments according to what their fellow actors are giving them.

UNIT V.  Applying Your Knowledge: The 10 Minute Play 
In this unit, students will perform a 10 minute play.  To prepare for their performance, they will apply the script analysis skills they have gained in previous units, as well as, character creation through previously learned acting theory.  These 10 minute plays should be issues based. In order to gain an understanding of the issue students will explore in the 10 minute play, they will also research the issue and submit a research assignment in their Actor's Journal. Students will be performing scenes from “Waiting for the Parade” for Remembrance Day and “Canada in the Black” for the Black History assembly.
UNIT VI.  The Culminating Activity:  Audition (20%)
Assessment and Evaluation Strategies

	Self Assessment: Hot seating, reflection in the Actor's Journal, exit cards.
Peer Assessment: Group discussion, descriptive feedback, reflections in the Actor's Journal, exit cards.
Teacher Evaluation: Anecdotal feedback, rubrics, checklists.  

	Curriculum strands and overall expectations
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/arts1112curr2010.pdf
A. CREATING AND PRESENTING
A1. The Creative Process: use the creative process and a variety of sources and forms, both individually and collaboratively, to design and develop drama works;

A2. Elements and Conventions: use the elements and conventions of drama effectively in creating individual and ensemble drama works, including works based on a variety of global sources;

 A3. Presentation Techniques and Technologies: use a variety of presentation techniques and technological tools to enhance the impact of drama works and communicate for specific audiences and purposes.

B. REFLECTING, RESPONDING, AND ANALYSING
B1. The Critical Analysis Process: use the critical analysis process to reflect on and evaluate their own and others’ drama works;

 B2. Drama and Society: demonstrate an understanding of how societies present and past use or have used drama, and of how creating and viewing drama can benefit individuals, groups, and communities;

B3. Connections Beyond the Classroom: identify knowledge and skills they have acquired through drama activities and ways in which they can apply this learning in personal, social, and career contexts.

C. FOUNDATIONS
C1. Concepts and Terminology: demonstrate an understanding of the nature and function of drama forms, elements, conventions, and techniques, including the correct terminology for the various components;

 C2. Contexts and Influences: demonstrate an understanding of the origins and development of drama and theatre arts and their influence on past and present societies;

 
C3. Responsible Practices: demonstrate an understanding of safe, ethical, and responsible personal and interpersonal practices in drama activities.

 

Your Report Card Grade will be determined as follows:
Term work:
70% of your grade will be based on all of the evidence you have provided. It will reflect your most consistent level of achievement with special consideration given to more recent evidence.

Knowledge and Understanding 
- The ability to recall factual information, recognize fundamental concepts and the foundational skills of the subject/discipline

Thinking
-Emphasizes the thinking skills used in thinking processes to demonstrate the student’s understanding of information they have processed. –use of the creative and critical analysis processes.

Application 
-Emphasizes the application and integration of knowledge, skills, processes and techniques to produce evidence of the student’s understanding.  
Communication
-Use of  clear, precise and effective  oral, written and visual language to communicate the student’s understanding of information and ideas.

-The expression of ideas through drama, communication for different audiences, and use of drama conventions and terminology in written and oral forms

Final Evaluation:
30% of your grade will be determined at the end of the course.

20% Performance-Audition- Monologues
 

10% Theatre History Tests
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