Riverdale Collegiate Institute

School Council Meeting — Minutes

Date: Monday September 29, 2025 - 7:00 PM

RCI Library / Microsoft Teams

Agenda Item

Presenter

Time
Allocated
(min)

Welcome Attendees and Land Acknowledgement

Land Acknowledgement

We acknowledge that Riverdale Collegiate is situated on
the ancestral, treaty and title lands of the Mississaugas
of the Anishinaabe, the Haudenosaunee Confederacy
and the Wendat peoples. These are the lands of the
Toronto Purchase of 1805 with the Mississaugas of the
Credit. We recognize the resilient and enduring presence
of all First Nations, Metis and Inuit peoples on these
lands.

John Au
Principal

Privacy & Respect

Parent School Council Meetings are safe and respectful
spaces for open discussion. Attendees and speakers do
not consent to being recorded, photographed, or filmed
during our meetings. Participation by parents, caregivers,
students, and staff is based on the clear understanding
that this is a private forum, and everyone’s privacy must
be respected.

Chair

Call for Other Business
- Math Survey for grade 11 and 12 students

Chair

Approve School Council Minutes
Minutes were approved unanimously.

Chair

Student Council's Report
Please see the report that was attached.

Student Council
Rep: William Z.

10

Tech Update
Taz and Dean are continuing to work on how to make this
work! Please be patient with us.

Taz and Dean




Funding from Donations Last Year

- Review available donation funds and proposal to
direct them to the School Food Bank.

- Decision: Agree on the charity/recipient for the funds.

Council Agreed to donate funds to the school food bank.

Taz

School Council Member Nominations

School Council members were acclaimed. They include
Ian as Council Chair, Heather Baily as Secretary and
regular members of April Moon, Dean D’Mello, Diane
Alexander, Eugenia Christakis, Evelyn Michelakis,
Jennifer Ridgeway, Jennifer Volk, Joan Broto, Miriam
Swatuk, Raymond Chong, Sharon Schmidt and Taz Rive

Chair

School Council Terms of Reference
- Voting Members: Confirm that voting members are
school council members.
o Confirmed
- Decision: Determine if nominations will be accepted
between meetings.
o Yes - confirmed
- Decision: Agree on the decision-making process
(consensus, quorum/majority, or unanimous).
0 quorum/majority for most decisions but
flexibility to change this as needed
- Decision: Approve posting members’ names on the
school website.
o Approved
- Next Step: Chair/co-chairs to be discussed after
meeting with the 2025-26 school council members.
o Chair - Ian
o Secretary - Heather
- Information: Details are currently shared via Google
Drive and email. The new school council will
determine how to handle this communication going
forward.
o Will continue to use this until a better solution
is found. Gmail is not needed to set up and
access a google drive.

Chair

10

School Statement of Needs
- Draft has been circulated; final version must be

approved in October.

Chair

20




- Review for any changes or additions.

- Decision: Agree on the final wording now or agree on
a process (e.g., electronic approval) to reach
consensus by end of October

Council Agreed to approve final wording. Chair will
make sure that it is forwarded onwards to the TDSB.

Start Time of School Council Meetings

- Discuss preferred meeting start time for the new
council (6:30 p.m. vs 7 p.m., or other).

- Identify any members who cannot attend at the earlier
or current time.

- Decision: Vote required to confirm the regular start
time.

A fulsome debate on this topic was had with most council

members expressing concern with logistics involved in

moving the meeting to an earlier start time.

Council Agreed to confirm regular start time at 7 pm

Raymond

2025-2026 Tentative Meeting Dates for Presentations
- Grade 11 & 12 Post-Secondary Transition Event
for Parents
e Date/Time: Thursday, October 16, 7:00-8:30
p.m.
e [cads: Jen Volk, Sharon Schmidt, Jennifer
Ridgeway
- Staff Appreciation Breakfast
e Possible dates:
o Wed April 2nd 2025 9am start (day
after family day meetings)
o Thursday June 25th (845 or 9am start)
o Friday June 26th (845 or 9am start)
o Or holding the event very early (8sh)
on a regular school day
Tentatively scheduled for April 2nd 2026 9 am.
Correction after the meeting that the date was April Ist.

- Grad Appreciation/Celebration
e Date: To be determined

Fulsome discussions on arranging a date for this.
Tentatively cancelled due to lack of time at end of year

Chair

10 min




- Navigating Special Education, Accommodations,
and IEPs
e [eads: Eugenia or 7777
e Date: To be determined
Because of the lack of a co-chair this was put on hold
indefinitely
- Parent Support Group

e [ead: Taz
e Partners: School Psychologist (Afroze Anjun)
e Topics: Strength-Based Resilience —
Workbook and Textbook
This group was renamed “It Takes a Village.”

Taz was moving ahead with this, with Dianne and would
communicate next steps through the School council. This
would be a separate group from the School council and
meet independently.

- Caring and Safe Schools Meetings

e Dates and details to be confirmed
There is a Safe and Caring survey that is required to be
sent out to all students this year.
Safe and caring meetings are open to everyone.The last
one had a special speaker- Library.
- Financial Literacy

e [ead: Dean
e Status: On hold (RBC can no longer provide
the Financial Literacy Workshop)

We decided to drop this initiative due to losing RBC, and
because it was shared by staff at the Sept 10 meeting that
Financial Literacy is part of the Gr 10 curriculum
- Other Presentation Ideas

e Note-Taking Strategies

e Advocacy Skills
Parked as possible topics
Dean suggested revisiting the Project Management
presentation from last year.

Principals Update
Please see attached.

John Au

10




Previously discussed items - updates when available -

Encouraging culture of parents and students reporting

incidents of concern and feeling safe (box is visible,

hotline available)

Equipment purchase to support virtual meetings

(specifically, a camera that will allow an individual to

zoom onto speakers, “owl” microphone) early Feb

microphone and waiting on other items. — Lead Dean

o This item is complete as we now have a

webcam, speaker, and tripod that was used in
the two September meetings. If in-person
attendance grows, we might consider adding a
second paired speaker to improve audio
coverage

Fundraising Funds and deciding on their use — School

council
Dealt with above

Creating a Special Education Advisory/Accessibility

Working Group — Lead Eugenia

March break 2026 international travel trips - Sharon

Dr. George X. Trimble Fund (John)

o Meeting to happen in early October - School

council volunteer (Evelyn) and Parent
volunteer

Principal/Chair/
School Council/
School Council
members

Other Business items

Vaccinations
o RCI was going to start to encourage
vaccinations in anticipation of a Public Health
push as there was in the spring of 2025 when a
number of students were suspended due to a
lack of vaccinations.
o The RCI Reporter will be used to message
this.
Club fair
o Deca probably not happening this year,
because of risks around travelling to the USA
Grad wear
o Administration has kindly offered to offer RCI
Grad wear again.
o The RCI Reporter will be used to send out

Principal/Chair/
School Council/
School Council
members




details about how to order.

- Is it possible to use the TDSB app to send alerts or
announcements to students who have it installed on
their phones during situations like a lock down

o Unfortunately it is not - logistics and safety
concern (having alerts on phones go off gives
away students' location)

- Math Survey for Grade 11 and 12 students

o Students in Grades 11 and 12 were surveyed
about the structure of the math final exam.
They were asked whether the exam should be
divided into multiple parts, kept in its current
format, or revised in another way.

o The purpose of the survey was to explore
whether spreading the assessment over several
days might provide a more accurate reflection
of student learning, since performance on a
single day may not fully capture what students
know and can do.

Ontario Secondary School Teachers Federation Linda Kirvan & |2 -5
(OSSTF) Staff Update Lucy Farrell
- Negotiations are underway with regard to a
contract with the Ministry. Contract is due to
expire in Sept 2026.
PIAC Update Jen Volk 5

Ward Council update

Provincial Update
On Oct 14 there will be a town hall meeting, and
on Oct 20 there is a rally at Queen’s Park

Adjournment




