Rouge Valley PS Parent Council Meeting — Monday Oct 27" @ 5:30pm
Attendance: Riaad , Angela, Shannon, Amna, Amra, Kathy, TJ
Principal Highlights:

e Activities in school over the past month:
o Orange Shirt day
o Borden ball tournament
o popcorn & Freezie sales
o Earlyyear screening assessments are done
o Hillside trip for Jackman & Cheng
e Activities taking place within the next month:
o Grade 3 gifted screening tests
o Staff working on progress reports
o Progress Reports go home Nov 10"
o Parent/Teacher Interviews take place Nov 13 & 14"
o Grade 6 Volleyball team
e School Budget team met to discuss plans to spend the money for RV. The school
gets a budget per student and it was projected that our school was to have 206
students. Butright now we only have 183 students. So the budget the school was
given of $38,000, will probably be clawed back to $35,000.
o This money funds everything like: Photocopying, ink, phone lines,
consumables, special education, etc....
o Riaad mentioned that a few things in the school need updating or additions.
The big budget for this year was to try and get 3 more smart board- for the
other Kindergarten room, Grade 3/4 and grade 6/7. Each smart Board is
$4500.00. Riaad hopes to fund this through pizza lunches
o Theteacher’stechis veryold and outdated (i.e., classroom laptop or
chromebook). Most need replacement and are out of warranty. School
needs to try and find the money to replace them. Each one is about $700.00

Treasurers Report

e Account has $905.00
e Freezie sales were amazing and sold $180.00

e Cookie and Popcorn sales have taken place — Popcorn sales are still a bit weak, and
we are still in desperate need for volunteers to pop it on Mondays. If we have
enough volunteers, they will only need to pop it once a month! Come volunteer!!



o Kate S made some flyers that look amazing! It was suggested by Riaad that
the council comes one morning before school to greet parents in the
schoolyard, hand out the flyers and talk with the families about what we do!
The council loved that idea and plan to do this in the next couple of weeks.

Big Box Fundraising has started and so far we have sold 25 boxes. Riaad plans to
send out a few more reminders about the fundraiser in the coming weeks.

o When asked about sales, some people mentioned they still have some left
over cards from last year.

o Itwas suggested that we could bring out the sample boxes when we greet
parents in the school yard and the parent teacher interview days.

o Another suggestion was to do this fundraiser every other year.

Same suggestion was made to sell cookies at the parent teacher interviews. Amra
volunteered to do Thursday and Kathy volunteered to do Friday.

Fundraising money plans

It was asked by Riaad to put fundraising money towards bus trips again. He
mentioned this really takes the pressure off both families for the cost and
encourages teachers to take more trips if bussing is subsidized. Council agreed that
they will try to assist with this

Cookie Sales planned for Oct 29, 30, Nov 11, 12, 13, 14 (13" & 14" will be at the
parent teacher interview night as well)

Popcorn every Monday (if we have volunteers)

Other Important info:

It was suggested that the Toronto Zoo has a program that schools can purchase a
membership for their students for a cost of $12 each. This membership could be
used not just with the school but also with another paying adult (i.e., on the
weekend with the student family).
o Right now, the cost for a class to go to the zoo per student is $10.
o Afew questions came up that need to be addressed:
= |twas thought that there was a minimum of 200 students that needed
to be signed up... we only have 183.
= What happens if the student already have a membership
= [fthe students take TTC which is free for kids 13 and under, is there a
transfer of buses
= [fteachers wanted to sign up for a workshop at the zoo, would it be
discounted



o Discussion was put on hold to find out these answers from a rep from the
zoo. We will discuss more at the next council meeting.

e Amra would like to introduce a “Caught Reading” Program. If kids are seen by a
teacher reading, they can get a coupon to go towards a draw of winning a book or
stationary. Riaad asked if Amra could come talk to the teachers about the program
at the next staff meeting. She agreed.

e The PRO Grantis now out and closes Nov 28™". Themes this year are around food
security, mental health, Al and a few others. Riaad would like to put a focus on
either Al or food security which aligns with the focus of professional development
with teachers/staff

Next Meeting is Nov 17" @ 5:30pm.

Thanks for Joining! Everyone is welcome if you would like to attend!



