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Principal: Ms. Sidhu-Thomas
Vice Principal: Ms. Goddard
Vice-Principal: Mr. Morrone 
Trustee: Ms.Gill
Superintendent: Ms. Girdhar-Hill
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 https://twitter.com/tdsb_smithfield
For student absence, please call 416 394-7540
Monday, Jan. 20                                                                                                                                                                           Day 5                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
- Girls' Group - Select members – Library 
- Boy’s Group – Select members – Mr. Hanif’s room
- Guidance Counsellor - Weekly on Monday                                                                                                                                 
Tuesday, Jan. 21                                                                                                                                                                           Day 1                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
- Settlement Worker in School    
- Scientist in the School using Family Studies Room - Electricity Grade 6
- Info on upcoming uniform vote goes home – please read carefully                                                    
Wednesday, Jan. 22                                                                                                                      Day 2  

-“Minds are like parachutes, they only function when they are open.” —James Dewar                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Thursday, Jan.23                                                                                                                                                                         Day 3
- “He who asks is a fool for five minutes, but he who does not remains a fools for life.” —Chinese proverb
Friday, Jan. 24                                                                                                                                                                              Day 4                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
-Pizza Lunch – is being served today! $1.50 per slice - First come first served
- Have a Safe and Restful Weekend                                                                                                        
SMITHFIELD M.S. UPCOMING DATES
Jan. 29 – School wide – Vote on whether Smithfield continues as a school with a uniform
Feb.  4 -School Bus Safety Program - 9:15 – 11:30 am 

Feb. 4 – Parent Council – 6 pm to 7 pm
Feb. 5 - Family Studies Room booked for Scientist in the School - Grade 6 - Electricity

Feb. 6 - Family Studies Room booked for Scientist in the School
Feb. 14 – Valentine’s Day 

Smithfield Community News:

Uniform Vote:
The vote on whether Smithfield will remain a school where students continue to wear a uniform is on January 29th.
For Parents of Grade 6 students only:

Parents of Grade 6 students have 2 choices: they can either vote for their child or they can defer the vote to their child.  Once the vote has been deferred, the child will have the opportunity to participate during the school wide vote on Wednesday January 29th.  

All Grade 6 Parents will receive a letter asking that they let the school know whether they or their child will be voting.  These letters will go out on Tuesday, January 21st and are to be returned by Thursday, January 23rd.  If you do not return this slip the vote will be given to your child.

If you have any questions please call the school.

Sincerely, 
Smithfield Administration

Graffiti:
In the last few days we’ve had problems with graffiti being scrawled on the walls of our school.  These words and comments have been both hurtful and inappropriate to all of the Smithfield Community.  We are asking Parents/Guardians to please speak to your child[ren] about respecting not only the Smithfield building but all of the students and staff who work within our space 

IMPORTANT REMINDER TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS:

Please be reminded that if you give your child[ren] permission to leave school property at lunch they are not being supervised by Smithfield staff.  Students need to go directly home.  If they do go to the plaza, with your permission, parents need to understand that Martin grove is a very busy street and that there have been a number of accidents along this street.  Again, we strongly suggest that students either go home or have a lunch ready to eat at school.

Smithfield Administration
Tamil Heritage Month:
During the month of January, the TDSB is excited to start the New Year by celebrating Tamil Heritage Month. This year the chosen theme, selected by the volunteer planning committee, is Vision 2020: Yengal Kathaigal - Our Stories / Vision 2020: எங்கள் கதைகள் - Our Stories.

Toronto has the largest Tamil population outside of the South Asian subcontinent with thousands of TDSB students' and staff members' heritage identified as Tamil.

All have stories of their journey, of how they or their families arrived in Canada, and how they continue to embrace this country as their home.

Learn more https://www.tdsb.on.ca/news.
Online resources:
In our continuing effort to support our Smithfield students and parents we have set up a list of online resources that will help our students in promoting and strengthening the skills they have gained in school.  These include resources on Math and Literacy and access to the TDSB Virtual Library.  Check back on occasion as we will continue to add more resources throughout the year.  Please click on the link provided below.
http://bit.ly/SmithfieldOnlineLearning
Reminder to call the school if your child will be late or absent:
One measure of keeping our students safe is to ensure we can account for any absences or reasons for being late to school. We would like to remind you that if your child is going to be absent or late for any reason, we ask that you contact the school immediately at (416)394-7540 and report the reason for the absence. If we are not informed about the absence, we will make attempts to contact you through our automated call-out system to determine the reason for the absence. To find out how this automated system works please visit http://www.tdsb.on.ca/HighSchool/CaringSafeSchools/SafeArrivalProgram.aspx

Please let the office know by calling the school if your contact information, including phone number, changes at any time throughout the school year. (416)394-7540
Thank you for your continued cooperation to keep your children safe and accounted for.

Safety Reminders:

As the new school year begins it is very important that we remind both parents/guardians and students that safety must be our number one priority!

Thus some reminders:

1. Please assure that students follow all of the rules of the road; looking both ways, crossing at lights and stop signs only, not darting in and out of traffic especially on Martingrove Ave.

2. Leaving school right after the bell rings and going straight home.  If possible walking with friends or in small groups.

3. While on school property to not pick up any object that is on the ground that may be dangerous; i.e.  glass or other objects.

4. In driving your child to school please continue in the direction you arrived to avoid making U turns which are dangerous and cause congestion. Also, drop your child off, no waiting as this causes line-ups.
5. A reminder that students can only leave school property for lunch if they have permission from a parent or guardian.
Settlement Worker: Dilani Kronemberg School Settlement Worker
A message from our Settlement Worker:

Dear Parents and Guardians,

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself, my name is Dilani Kronemberg. I am the School Settlement Worker at Smithfield MS. The Settlement and Education Partnership in Toronto is a partnership between the TDSB, Social service agencies in Toronto and IRCC. Its purpose is to provide assistance to newcomers as well as many others, by helping them settle down in Canada and integrate successfully into their new country.

   
School Settlement workers can help parents with information regarding:

Citizenship & Immigration 

      Legal Aid

Community Services




School system and resources

Day Care






      Ontario Works (welfare)

Employment Issues




Parenting

Subsidized Housing




Recreation Programs

English Classes





Public Library

Family Issues



         

Financial Issues

Health issues



          

International Trades & professionals

 

     I speak Tamil and Sinhala. I am a part of a team of 33 School Settlement Workers and we offer services in more than 25 languages. Such as Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi, Arabic, Spanish, Bengali, Dari, Gujarati, Italian, Somali, etc. I am available at Smithfield MS.  You can also contact me at 647-296-7358 or by email at dkronemberg@nych.ca 
 

Thank you,

 


 


 


               


 


 


 


 


 








