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Welcome Spring!  Everyone looks forward to bidding farewell to winter, in search of signs of the new spring season.  Hopefully, all families enjoyed a safe and happy March Break holiday.  Our second term of school continues and we look forward to a successful time of motivated, focused learning. 

Let’s work together to keep our students safe!  Thank you for walking with your child to school to promote family fitness and conversation on the way to and from school.   If you must drive your child, please drop him/her alongside the school on Brimorton Drive, outside of the school bus, crosswalk and no stopping zones.   On Packard Blvd., please do not block the crosswalk or neighbour’s driveways.  Please do not use the school parking lot to drop off and pick up pupils. Thank you to all parents for your cooperation.   
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TDSB required safety drills will occur this spring. Three Fire Drills will take place to review safety routines and procedures with students and staff. All students should ensure that they wear their indoor shoes at all times, in the event of a safety drill or an actual emergency.  

EQAO preparations are underway at St. Andrews. Students and staff in grades 3 & 6 have been preparing for the EQAO assessments this coming May-June. All parents can access EQAO preparation materials at www.eqao.com . Please refrain from booking appointments for Gr. 3 & 6 students during the last week of May and the first week of June.   

Thank you to co-curricular staff leaders this March!  Ms. Bots is thanked for her leadership with the school website.  Mrs. Cameron organized the remaining lost and found items for parent and student collection.  Ms. Punia and Ms. Gafoor work with the Gr. 2 / 3 students in the Art Club.  Mrs. Silver and Mrs. Minitti work with the Primary Folk Dancers. Ms. Punia and Ms. Awara work with the Junior Folk Dancers. Mr. Gregg and Mrs. Hanna work with parent volunteer, Mrs. K. with the Yoga Club.  Ms. Brown and Mr. Gregg are coaching the co-ed Volleyball Team.  Ms. Awara leads the Student Council, Forest of Reading Book Club, Peer Mediators, and school Spirit Day points with this month’s door decorating contest results, Two Ball Tournament, and Crazy Hair Day.  Special thanks to the STEAM team led by Ms. Awara, Mr. Brodie, the student and staff leaders: Mr. Volpe, Mr. Truong, Mrs. Huerto, Mr. Gregg, Ms. Punia to share an evening of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math (STEAM) with St. Andrews families.  Our sponsors for the STEAM event- Math Knowledge Network and UOIT  Steam 3D Maker Lab are greatly appreciated for their provisions of materials, financial and staff support.  Congratulations to Mr. Volpe and Mr. Bartlett for being selected to be special guest lecturers at York University to teach pre-service Faculty of Education students about Special Education.  
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Thank you to our School Council for their provisions of special events this month!  Dinner and a Movie Night took place to provide students and parents with an evening of special activity.  Pizza Lunch took place this month to support School Council fund raising events.  The St. Andrews PS School Council is thanked for their provisions of additional materials for classrooms in our school to expand and extend learning opportunities for students and to provide enriching experiences such as Arts performances to offer additional educational experiences for all St. Andrews PS students, which extend beyond the regular day school curriculum and programs. The time, efforts, energy, planning and leadership of our School Council is greatly appreciated. Meetings occur monthly at 6:00 p.m. in the Library on Pizza Lunch Day. All parents are welcome to attend and participate in School Council initiatives. 

Our school observed Earth Hour this month.  St. Andrews turned off the lights to observe and conserve energy for an hour. In April, St. Andrews students and staff will observe Earth Day by taking part in litter clean up in the school yard. [image: image4.jpg]


Help out by going outside with your children, enjoying fresh air and spring sunshine while you clean up parts of our neighbourhood and community. Together, we can all keep St. Andrews school and the St. Andrews Park and green spaces clean and safe for outdoor play areas for all of our children. 

On Thursday April 4th, City Councillor Michael Thompson will host a Town Hall Meeting at St. Andrews PS in the Gym and Library at 7:00-9:00 p.m.  All parents and community members are welcome to attend.  Saturday April 6th, at Woburn CI, there is a special opportunity for all St. Andrews parents and students to experience hands-on Math activities together at the TDSB Math Symposium.  St. Andrews staff, Ms. Awara and Ms. Solomon will be presenters.  A flyer has been sent via email to all parents. Everyone is welcome to attend.  Please check the St. Andrews AW (Academic Workspace) calendar for monthly dates and upcoming activities.

We hope all families enjoyed happy celebrations for special days in March including: Shrove Tuesday/Pancake Day, St. Patrick’s Day, Navroz, Purim, and Holi/Pagwah.  Best wishes for special holiday celebrations in April.  

Ms. Rainford

Principal

