14-Apr-2010
SCHOOL COUNCIL (2009 – 2010)
Thorncliffe Park Public School

Minutes of Meeting # 4
Prepared by:   Ms. F. DiCiero, Principal
Present:

Council Members:

1. Mr. Jawed Anwar - Chair 
2. Mr. Muhammad Jangda – Vice-Chair
3. Mr. Tanvir Ahmed - Treasurer
4. Mr. Muhammad Ayub

5. Mr. Khalid Mahmood

6. Mr. Muhammad Sharif
7. Mr. Yousuf Syed

Community Members of the Council

1. Mr. Raees Ahmed

2. Ms. Niru Damini
Staff members:

1. Ms. Felicia DiCiero – Principal
2. Mr. Rob Perry – Vice-Principal

3. Ms. Ann Murray – Vice-Principal

4. Ms. Susan Wires – Vice-Principal
5. Ms. Dianne Hillier - Teacher
Guests:
1. Patricia Hayes - Manager, TDSB Human Rights Office

2. Mr. John Parker – City Councillor

Parents from local community

Absent:  
Mr. Syed Aamir Abdullah

Mr. Muhammad Iqbal
Mr. Zafar Iqbal
Mr. Sohail Jamil

Mr. Asif Khan 

Mr. Rehan Muhammad

Mr. Mohammad Ali Siddique

Ms. Fatima Patel

Minutes:
1. Introductions
The Vice-Chair invited each person in attendance to do a brief introduction
2. Review and Approval of last Minutes of Meeting
Vice-Chair of the council Mr. M. Jangda asked members to review the minutes of the February 24th Council meeting.  He asked for participants’ comments or question on it.  The minutes were unanimously approved.
3. Guidelines and Procedures for the Accommodation of Religious 
Requirements, Practices, and Observances - Patricia Hayes, 

Manager, TDSB Human Rights Office
Patricia presented an overview of TDSB’s policy and procedures.  This included guiding principles such as the need to provide an environment free of harassment.  As a public and non-secular education system TDSB cannot promote any one religion.  A school has the responsibility to accommodate requirements based on individual requests.  The requests have to be done on a yearly basis in writing by a parent.  Questions around numbers of requests submitted to Thorncliffe and a designated location were asked.  Patricia indicated that we are not permitted to disclose who makes requests, however, we may share the number of requests.  Ann Murray and Rob Perry, Vice-Principals, talked about supervision and room allocation.  They have been providing supervision and the room sometimes changes due to other needs such as teacher meetings.  Ms. DiCiero said that the school welcomes any interested parent volunteers to provide supervision and that they would be required to have a Criminal Background Check completed as are all volunteers in the school.  Accommodations and alternative programming as they apply to requests for exemptions related to specific curriculum requirements were also discussed. 

4. John Parker, City Councillor, shared the good news about the 

reopening of the newly renovated  Toronto Public Library.  He also  informed the Council about the City providing funding and approval to house a Daycare in the new school building.  This is an example of the good things that can happen when the City and the TDSB work in partnership.  
5.   Special Events Committee – Mr. Tanvir Ahmed provided a summary

of the work of this committee.  A preliminary plan has been developed   which includes items such as a speech contest, a jumping castle, a magic show, face painting and henna.  The proposed date for this event is Saturday, May 29th.  The Principal agreed that funding between $500-1000 was still available to support this event.  Mr. Ahmed informed the Council that more parent volunteers are required for this committee.  He also requested the assistance of teacher volunteers.  Ms. DiCiero said that she would put this request forward to staff and she reminded the Council members that this would be voluntary.  She expressed concern around the lack of details in the plans and that several aspects of the event needed to be further developed in order to be safe and successful especially given the fact that there could be more than 2000 children and adults attending.  Ms. DiCiero is supportive of the parents on the Council organizing this special event and suggested moving the date to September in order to provide more of the required opportunities for all parent organizers to meet and plan.  A meeting of the Special Events Committee was scheduled to take place on Tuesday, April 20th at 6:30 at the school.  
6.
     Chair adjourned the meeting at 9:00 PM

7.
     Dates for future meetings
Tentative dates for up coming meetings as follows:
a. Wednesday, 26-MAY-2010 @ 6:30 PM
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