26-May-2010
SCHOOL COUNCIL (2009 – 2010)
Thorncliffe Park Public School

Minutes of Meeting # 5 – May 26, 2010
Prepared by:   Rehan Muhammad, Secretary
Present:

Council Members:
1. Mr. Muhammad Jangda   
Vice Chair
2. Mr.Rehan Muhammad     
General Secretary
3. Mr. Tanvir Ahmed             
Treasurer
4. Mr. Muhammad Ayub

5. Mr. Khalid Mahmood

6. Mr. Muhammad Sharif
7. Mr. Muhammad Iqbal

8. Ms.Fatima Patel

Community Members:
1. Mr. Raees Ahmed

2. Ms. Niru Damani

Staff members:
1. Ms. Felicia DiCiero – Principal
2. Mr. Rob Perry – Vice-Principal

3. Ms. Ann Murray – Vice-Principal

4. Ms. Susan Wires – Vice-Principal
5. Ms. Dianne Hillier - Teacher
Others:
Mr. John Parker – City Councilor
Parents from local community

Absent: 
1. Mr.Yousuf Syed 
2. Mr. Syed Aamir Abdullah

3. Mr. Zafar Iqbal
4. Mr. Sohail Jamil

5. Mr. Asif Khan 

6. Mr. Mohammad Ali Siddique

7. Mr. Jawed Anwer

Minutes:
The Vice-Chair started the meeting at 0640 PM
1. Review and Approval of Minutes of Meeting of April 14,201
Vice-Chair of the council Mr. M. Jangda asked members to review the minutes of the April 14th Council meeting.  He asked for participants’ comments or question on it.  Amendments in section #3 of the minutes would be made to include the fact that there was discussion around accommodations and alternative programming as they apply to requests for exemptions related to specific curriculum requirements.  The minutes were unanimously approved
2. Special Events Committed Report 
Mr. Tanvir Ahmed provided a detail report of this committee. The date for this event, called “FUN DAY”, is scheduled on Saturday, May 29, 2010 b/w 11 AM to 330 PM.  Program details are as follows:
· 11 AM: Start of the Program

· 11 AM pm: Henna, face painting, food, cultural bazaar, lucky draw tickets and jumping castle 
· 1130 AM to 12 PM: The Inaugural Session 

· 12 PM to 1 PM: Quiz Competition

· 1 PM to 2 PM: Speech competition

·  2 PM to 3 PM: Magic show

· 3 PM to 330 PM: Lucky draw, prize distribution and closing session

· 3:30 PM: End of Program

· 82 parents and community members have volunteered for this special event
· A total of 60 students for the speech competition and 121 students for the quiz competition have shown their interest. Out of these numbers, 12 will be selected for the speech competition and 15 for the quiz competition on the day of event via a draw.
· Total funds raised for the event is $ 2880.00.
Mr. Jawed Anwar, Mr.Tanvir Ahmed, Mr. Ayub Sipra and all Volunteers were highly appreciated by staff and council members and their efforts were recognized to organize 1st event of this kind by the School Council in TPPS school history.
3. Principal/Vice-Principal Profile
Principal, Ms.Felicia DiCiero reviewed and explained the School and Principal’s/Vice-Principal’s profile to the school council.  The profile includes some of the details of the school’s history and enrolment data.  This information is found on the TDSB website for Thorncliffe Park P.S.
She mentioned some major goals of Principal and vice-principal:
· Equity and diversity in all aspects of life

· Improve student achievement in literacy and numeracy

· Ensure a safe and caring school environment

· Work in partnership with our parents and our community

Ms. DiCiero asked for any comments or suggestion on this profile.

Mr. Jangda suggested that school council should be taken into confidence in the selection process of V-Principals. Any other suggestions or comments can be given to the Principal later on.
4. School Uniform Process
Mr. Jangda expressed some parents’ views about benefits of wearing school uniform. Principal explained school dress code of the Toronto District School Board that establishes requirements and permissions for appropriate dress codes in schools:
· School shall be permitted, after consultation with parents, school councils and students to implement dress policy that is appropriate for the school.

· Before adopting a school uniform policy, a formal vote of parents of children in the school shall be taken as follows:

(i) The vote must have participation rate of 80 % of eligible voters with a 70 % approval rate by the participating voters to implement a uniform policy.
(ii) Eligible voters shall be one parent vote for each student in the school.

· Uniform policies adopted by schools shall remain in place for a minimum of 3 years.

Mr. Rehan Muhammad and Raees Ahmed suggested that this issue should be discussed first among council members for its feasibility before going into the process election. The council decided unanimously that since this process can take a long time to achieve, it should be marked and reserved for the next elected council of the school
5. School Council Election Procedure- Fall 2010

The Principal explained the changes made in the draft election procedures for school council membership. She asked for comments on this. Some major revisions are as follows:
· Candidate declaration form has been revised, now only those candidates who would like to be one of the 15 elected members of the school council should complete and submit a form.
· Names of the all candidates will be posted in the front foyer of the school for a period of 5 days.

· Candidates are responsible for checking the list during the 5 day period to ensure that their names have been included with correct spelling. Any concerns should be brought to the principal or designate.

· Elections to be held by secret ballot within 5 days of the all day candidates meeting. Nominations will not be taken from the floor.

· The vice-principals will count the ballots and present the top 15 parents receiving the most votes on the same day of the election if possible and no later than 1 day following the election.

· The 1st meeting of the newly elected council will be held on a date no later than 5 days following the election.

· The election of 4 executive members, consist of chair, vice-chair, secretary and treasurer, to be held either on the same day as the election of 15 council members or during the 1st meeting of the newly elected council
THE VICE CHAIR ADJOURNED THE MEETING AT 815 PM
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