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Focus of Discussion

 TPH support to school boards and role of 
the School Liaison PHN

 Facts about COVID-19 
 How to keep your child safer at school

 Credible sources of 
information

 Other concerns/questions



What is COVID-19?

• Coronaviruses are a large 

family of viruses

• Human Coronaviruses are 

common and lead to mild 

illness

• COVID-19 is a new strain 



TPH School Response

Toronto Public Health has established:

• A team of COVID 19 School Liaison Public 

Health Nurses to provide outreach, education 

and COVID-19 prevention services

• A team of 

Communicable 

Disease Investigators 

to follow-up when 

there is a positive 

case(s) or outbreak 
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Public Health Measures



Teach Your Child How COVID-19 is Spread



COVID-19 Symptoms



Screening Process for Students

• Important to complete 
everyday before leaving 
home

• Do not need a doctor’s 
note to return, but may 
need a test, or 
assessment to return to 
school. Can use 
Confirmation Form

• Find this tool by going to:  
School Screening 
Questionnaire



Why the Change?

• Cases in Toronto

• Rising percent positivity in children and youth

• 30% of children in Toronto had "mild" symptoms of 

runny nose and sore throat

• Positive cases were detected that had mild 

symptoms, went away, so went to school, but had 

Covid-19

• Want to catch all symptomatic infections – we cannot 

screen for asymptomatic                                                  

infections
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What are the Major Changes?

• Staff/Visitor Screening Tool Remains the same

• Student Screening Tool JK-12 has changed

o If student has 1 or more new or worsening 

symptoms they must stay home, self isolate 

and recommended to go for testing.

o Siblings of students who have symptoms 

must self isolate as well and not attend 

school.
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Changes  to Screening Tool for Siblings

• If the student is symptomatic, their household 

siblings must isolate as well.

• If the student has symptoms and has an alternative 

diagnosis, siblings do not need to self-isolate.

• If the student has symptoms and tests negative for 

COVID-19, siblings can return to school.



Changes for Siblings

• If the student has symptoms, does not go for testing 

and is not a close contact of a positive case, the 

student and siblings must self-isolate for 10 days.

• If the student has symptoms, does not go for testing 

and is a close contact of a positive case, the 

student must self-isolate for 10 days from when 

symptoms started. Their siblings should self-isolate 

for 14 days as this is how long it can take for 

symptoms to appear.

• If the student has symptoms and tests positive, the 

student must self-isolate for 10 days, and siblings 

must self-isolate for 14 days.



Screening Tool (Second Part) – Flow Chart





Physical Distancing Matters



Masks and Face Coverings



Face Masks and Coverings



COVID-19 School Protocol

COVID-19 School Protocol



COVID-19 School Protocol

COVID-19 School Protocol



COVID-19 School Protocol

COVID-19 School Protocol



Who is a Close Contact at School?



Who Needs to Isolate?

Close Contacts of Individuals who are COVID 

Positive

• Need to isolate for 14 days because this is how 

long it takes for symptoms to develop

• Still need to isolate for 14 days if their test results 

are negative

Individuals who test COVID Positive

• Need to isolate for 10 days from when symptoms 

start because this is how long they are 

contagious.



Know when to self-monitor, self-isolate or 

send your child to school…..





Know when to self-monitor, self-isolate or 

send your child to school…..



Reminder to Parents 

• Playdates should not be taking place during the 

Grey Lockdown Category.  This practice should be 

discouraged outside of the school even if it is with 

members of the same class cohort

• Playgrounds remain open but we strongly 

encourage parents who are bringing their children 

to play on school playground equipment after 

school hours to have their children:

- remain physically distant from other children when 
on equipment

- practice hand hygiene before and after using 
equipment and to not bring hands to their face



Reminder to Parents 

• Trips outside the home should only be for 

essential reasons such as groceries, medical 

health care appointments, exercise, school, 

childcare and work that cannot be done from 

home

• Under the current restrictions, gatherings of 10 

are permitted outdoors if everyone is physically 

distant from one another

• No indoor gatherings are permitted unless with 

members of the same household



COVID Alert App



Stay Informed

• New information is emerging every 

day

• It is important to stay                        

informed of changing                  

recommendations



Trusted Sources of Information

• Toronto Public Health

• Ontario Health

• Telehealth Ontario: 1-866-797-0000

• Government of Canada

• Your healthcare provider



If you have more questions:

We encourage schools to check 

toronto.ca/COVID19SchoolInfo as new 

information is posted regularly. 

Schools and parents/caregivers can also 

call us at 416-338-7600 if you have any 

COVID-19 questions.



Questions?
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Thank You!

Thank you for 
working to keep 

our school 
communities 

safe !
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