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Want to report a student absence? Want to know when the dead-

line is? Need a copy of a field trip form? 
Save yourself a call and program allison.walker@tdsb.on.ca in your smartphone 

and email Allison in the office for any of your Whitney School needs. 
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January 16 

30 Friday 

Annual Giving Campaign Ends 

school dates for   
Flu season is here again. 

In Canada, flu season 

tends to run between 

October and April. The 

Ontario government is 

encouraging Ontarians 

to avoid getting sick this 

flu season by getting 

their annual flu shot. Toronto Public Health is 

recommending that whenever students and staff 

experience flu-like symptoms, they are sent home and 

do not return to school until they are no longer 

infectious to others.  

 

Therefore, ill students and staff should be symptom-

free (especially from vomiting and diarrhea) for at 

least 48 hours before returning to school. The primary 

concern is for the health and safety of all students and 

staff. However, everyone should do their part to stop 

the spread of the flu. As parents, you can also assist 

by:  reminding children to wash their hands often 

especially after using the washroom and before and 

after eating;  reminding children to cover their 

sneeze and cough; watching for symptoms of 

vomiting, diarrhea, dizziness, and/or high 

fever;  informing the school if your child is 

ill;  keeping your child at home when he/she is ill.  
 

     ` Debbie Stern 

from the principal 

19 Monday 

Bollywood Dance Costumes Due at School 

22 Thursday, 2:30pm, Gym 

Shiamak Bollywood Dance Program  

27 Tuesday, 6:30pm 

Kindergarten Information Night  

19 Monday, 6pm 

Lunchtime Activities Registration Night 

Donate Directly Online Here 

23 Friday 

PA Day 

22 Thursday 

Choir Forms Due (see page 2) 

26 Monday, 8am 

Choir Rehearsal (Weekly) 

NOTE: See Page 3 for costume changes for the classes of:  

Ms Hargrave, Mr. Conway, Ms. Allen, Ms. Mandel & Ms. Diniz 
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WHITNEY P.S. KINDERGARTEN  

INFORMATION NIGHT 2014 

Tuesday January 27th 6:30–7:30pm 
  

Please join us on Tuesday January 27th, 2015 to hear 

about our Junior/Senior kindergarten program for next 

September 2015. If you know of a neighbor with children 

ready for JK in September 2015 please pass on this 

information to them. If you will be able to come out on this 

evening, please email Allison at to confirm your 

attendance. 

  

Please phone the Whitney P.S. office at 393-9380 to make 

an appointment with Allison Walker, our office 

administrator. Registration will begin on Monday February 

2nd and run to Friday February 13th. Children who will be 

four years old by December 31, 2015 (born in 2011) may 

enter Junior Kindergarten this September 2015. 

  

On registration day, please bring: 

 Child’s birth certificate/passport 

 Child’s OHIP card 

 Child’s record of immunization 

 Two of the following as proof of residency – valid 

Ontario Driver’s License, bank statement/household bill, 

purchase agreement/lease 

 

Children who will be four years old by December 31, 

2015 (born in 2011) may enter Junior Kindergarten this 

September 2015. 

 

Registration will occur between  

February 2nd  and February 13th. 

Whitney Choir 2015 
I am looking forward to beginning work with 

the Whitney Junior Choir! Children in grades 

4,5 & 6 are eligible to participate and rehearsals 

will take place on: Mondays: 8:00 – 8:40a.m.

(January 26- March 31) and will move to 

Tuesdays: 8:00- 8:40 a.m. (April 7-May 12) 

There will be 2 rehearsals on Tuesdays at lunch 

time during May. The dates are Tuesday, May 5 

and Tuesday, May 12. These extra practices will 

allow for rehearsals with our choir accompanist 

before the Spring performance. 

 

A beautiful voice is not a requirement for this 

choir, but enthusiasm and a commitment to the 

choir are essential! Choir practices must be 

attended regularly by all members and as 

rehearsals will begin promptly, your child 

should plan to arrive 5 minutes early in order to 

organize his/her music, etc. If your child is 

going to be late or absent from choir, please 

notify me by email: stacie.Carmona@tdsb.on.ca  

 

Students who miss three (3) rehearsals without 

a written explanation from a parent or whose 

behaviour is not appropriate will be asked 

to leave the choir. 

 

I am requesting that you and your child 

complete the section at the bottom of the 

attached letter and return it to me or put it in my 

box no later than Thursday, January 22. 

 

Sincerely, 

Stacie Carmona 

Music Teacher 

Choir Form 

mailto:Allison.walker@tdsb.on.ca?subject=Whitney%20Kindergarten%20Information%20Night
mailto:stacie.Carmona@tdsb.on.ca?subject=Whitney%20Choir
http://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/whitney/docs/150116ChoirForm.pdf


On January 15, 16, 19, 20 and 21 all Whitney students, JK-6, will take part in the Shiamak Dance 

Program during regularly scheduled gym classes.  
  

The Shiamak Theatre Dance Company was originally formed by Mr. Davar Shiamak in India. Davar 

trained at the Pineapple Dance Studios and the Guildford School of Acting and Dance in the 

UK. Further training and education for Davar took place at the Alvin Ailey American Dance Centre, 

Broadway Dance Centre, the London Contemporary Dance Theatre. Davar and his Company have had a 

lasting effect on contemporary Indian Dance where the program makes traditional dance both fun and 

modernized.  
 

The program is provided to educate and empower children with knowledge of various dance styles, the 

fundamentals of dance technique, aspects of musical theatre and stage performance. This dance 

program also helps students to de-stress, stay active, and improve posture.  This complete performing arts 

experience further enables students to overcome stage fright, become more confident, improve team spirit 

and feel a great sense of achievement.  Each dance session includes a warm up and isolation exercises, 

dance activities, choreography and a cool down.  The company is known worldwide and has performed in 

other TDSB schools and local private schools across the GTA. 

  

All parents are welcome and encouraged to join us for the final dance performance on Thursday January 

22nd at 2:30 in the gym. The show will run approximately 30-45 minutes in length. 

 

In order to complement each type of Bollywood dancing, students are asked to wear costumes ONLY 

for the final performance. Please send your child with their costume on Monday Jan 19th for approval.   

Individual classroom teachers will store them in the classroom for performance day. 
 

                                                                                                       Costume List   
Please note: The costumes the children wear for the performance cannot be in anyway restrictive  

in terms of the children's movement.  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Mandel and the Whitney School Arts 

Grade 3/4 & 4/5 Mr. Gadsden & Mr. van Hoeijen 

Bollywood Folk Dance 

Boys: blue denim jeans and blue t-shirts 

Girls: long flowing skirts (not restrictive and not 

longer than ankle length) in a shade of red with 

black tank tops 

Everyone: long chiffon scarf in a shade of yellow 

to be worn around the waist or around the head. 

No shoes. 

  

Grade 5 & 6 Ms.Mandel and Ms. Diniz 

Bollywood Bollywood 

Girls: sequined colourful tank tops, denim skirts 

over leggings 

Boys: denim shirts and blue jeans 

Everyone: bare feet  

JK/SK Ms. Seigel, Ms. Karadimas, Ms. Siddiqi 

Bollywood Rock and Roll 
Boys: colourful shirts and dress black pants 

Girls: sparkly, frilly tank tops with jeans 

Everyone: please wear running shoes or black shoes 

 

Grade 1 & 2 Ms. Hargrave, Mr. Conway, Ms. Allen 

Bollywood Hip Hop 

Everyone: black sweat pants or other black 

pants, bright, coloured shirts on top, running shoes 

for everyone  

  

Grade 3 Ms. Robinson & Ms. Hall 

Bollywood Salsa 

Boys: black t-shirts and black pants 

Girls: black leggings over shiny skirts and black 

tank tops 

Everyone in running shoes 

SHIAMAK DANCE EDUCATION SCHOOL PROGRAM AT WHITNEY P.S. 



 
Progress Update 

 

$15,000 Raised 

$21,000 Goal 

http://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/whitney-school-council/
http://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/whitney-school-council/




 

 

Whitney's Fifth Annual Battle of the Books 

Reading Competition will be introduced to the 

Grade 4, 5 and 6 students Tuesday, January 20th 

with a friendly mini match between some of our 

teachers! 

 

Battle of the Books is a reading program for 

students in grades 4-6.  Children who are 

interested in participating form teams of four 

and, amongst their team, read ten (10) Silver 

Birch fiction books (see titles right).  A set of 

these books will be available as of January 20th 

in each junior classroom in addition to two 

copies in the library. 

 

Starting March 30th, teams compete against 

each other in a 'game show' format answering 

factual questions about the books i.e. What 

grade was Harry Potter in when he arrived at 

Hogwarts?  The 'battles' generally take place in 

the mornings before school at 8am in the library 

and will run for approximately two weeks, 

ending with a  final 'BATTLE' assembly 

between the top two teams.   

 

Parents, please encourage your Grade 4/5/6 

children to participate in this year's Battle of the 

Books.  The battles are lots of fun and the 

benefits are many: 

●  the momentum created by reading (up to) ten 

books encourages further reading 

●  encourages 'book talk' amongst friends - 

imagine! 

●  encourages deeper reading of books 

●  opportunity to have fun with friends around 

books! 

 

Students should tell their teachers who the four people are 

on their team and teams must be entered by January 23rd.  

If any student is interested in participating but having 

difficulty finding a team please ask them to speak to their 

teacher and we will make every effort to get them on a 

team. Parents can contact Kathy Clarke 

(xyzkathy@rogers.com) if they have any questions. 

 

Note: In case there are some keen Grade 3 students who 

want to get ready for next year...another list of books has 

been created called the Silver Birch Express. This list is a 

combination of fiction and nonfiction, aimed at Grade 3-6 

reading level. There are some wonderful titles this year.  

The Creature Department by Robert Paul Weston; Dial M for Morna-The Dead Kid Detective Agency by Evan 

Munday; The Hidden Agenda of Sigrid Sudden by Jill MacLean; The Madman of Piney Woods by Christopher 

Paul Curtis; Me & Mr. Bell by Philip Roy; The Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier; Red Wolf by Jennifer Dance; 

Saving Houdini by Michael Redhill; September 17: A Novel by Amanda West Lewis; Striker by David Skuy 

mailto:xyzkathy@rogers.com?subject=Battle%20of%20the%20Books
https://www.accessola.org/web/OLAWEB/Forest_of_Reading/Awards_Nominees/Silver_Birch_Express_Nominees.aspx


 

 

Lunch 

Time 

Activities 

 

 

After 

Four 

Activities 
After Four Registration is open and spaces 

are filling up quickly! Please continue to the 

next two pages to see the entire list of programs 

available for your child(ren) to enjoy in the 

comfort of Whitney Public School, during after 

school hours, run by Mooredale.  

If you have not registered yet, please click the 

registration link and make sure you secure a 

spot in the program so that your child does not 

miss out! 

Mooredale membership is required and can be 

processed as part of your registration.  

Online Registration: Sign up here.  

For those who have registered, we hope that 

your children enjoy the great programs this Fall 

term. 

If you have any questions about the programs, 

feel free to contact Eric Musselman at 

Mooredale: T: 416-922-3714 ext. 105 or 

by email. 

Winter Lunch Time Activities Chart 

Just a reminder of the upcoming Lunchtime 

Activities Registration night on Monday January 

19th at 6pm in the Staff Room  (second floor room 

“201”).  Regardless of whether or not you have 

requested a lottery number, please come out to 

register for the array of great classes offered this 

Winter.  Please below for a list of classes. 

  

Please follow these links for a full program chart 

with class descriptions and a second document 

outlining general information and the registration 

form. 

  

Please check with the school for scheduling conflicts 

(such as band and strings), as once the class starts, no 

refunds can be issued. 

 

The weather has kept the students inside during the 

lunch hour a few times already and the exciting line 

up of Lunchtime Activities this season will be a fun, 

engaging and productive alternative to the inside 

blahs (or for those that prefer to stay warm!)  

  

We hope your children have a wonderful time in 

these activities, 

  

Diana Parsons and Janice Meredith 

Winter Lunch Time Activities Reg 

https://registration.campbrain.com/Portal/Login.aspx?H=Mooredale
mailto:emusselman@mooredale.on.ca
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wildcat hockey 
 

 The Whitney hockey team jumped back 

on the ice for a third game in 7 days.  The 

team came out a bit sluggish (likely still 

coming down from their exhilarating 

victory the previous week) and found 

themselves behind the eight ball only ten 

minutes into the game.  Following a 

quick timeout, the players started to skate 

like the Montreal Canadiens, and check 

like the Canadian Juniors.  Sadly they 

were too far behind to make a complete 

comeback, but the fans, coaches and 

most importantly the players were 

pleased with the way they played.  Only 

one game left in the season, which will 

take place on Tuesday at Forest Hill 

Arena.  

 

 

 

TUESDAY 
Girls Volleyball practice   

7:30am in the gym 

Whitney Wildcats Hockey vs. 

West Prep hockey game  

12-1pm @ Forest Hill Arena  
 

WEDNESDAY 
Boys Basketball practice   

7:30am in the gym 
 

THURSDAY 
Girls Volleyball practice   

7:30am in the gym 

Girls Volleyball game  

vs. Hawthorne @Whitney 3:45pm  
 

FRIDAY 
Sleep In!! 

girls volleyball 
 

 Congratulations to the girls on 

the grade 6 volleyball team on an 

exciting first victory of the 

season.  The girls traveled up to 

Davisville to face a tough squad 

in the Dragon's Den.  The girls 

came out flying and bumped, 

volleyed, spiked and served their 

way to an impressive 3 set 

victory.  The girls are back on 

court next Thursday when 

Hawthorn comes to 

Whitney.  Way to go girls!!  


