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It  is with great anticipation and excitement that I 
welcome you to the 2016-2017 school year at 

Whitney P.S. It was a pleasure to see both familiar and 
new faces on the first day of school. I continue to feel 
extremely blessed to have the privilege of working 
alongside knowledgeable and dedicated parents and 
staff who hold high expectations and continue to raise 
the bar for students and themselves. I continually 
challenge myself, as well, to grow and place high 
expectations on students both socially and 
academically.  
 
I look so forward to seeing all of your children and 
being a small part of their lives. Like the desires I hold 
for my own children, I want the very best for each of 
your children. Please do not hesitate to share your 
thoughts regarding your child’s school success. Your 
concerns, ideas and positive comments are appreciated 
and respected. Communication is vital to their success 
and to our overall growth and sense of community here 
at Whitney. Thank you again for your continued 
support. I am looking forward to another great year!!  
 

Debbie Stern 

Want to report a student absence? Want to know when the deadline is? Need a copy of a field trip form? 
Save yourself a call and program allison.walker@tdsb.on.ca in your smartphone and email Allison in the office for any of your Whitney School needs. 
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Holidays &  
Professional Activity (PA) Days 

Labour Day September 5, 2016 
 

PA Day October 7, 2016 

Thanksgiving October 10, 2016 

PA Day November 18, 2016 

PA Day December 2, 2016 

Christmas Break 
Dec 26-Jan 6, 2017, incl  

(last day of school: Dec 23;  
school resumes Jan 9) 

  

PA Day  January 20, 2017 

PA Day  February 17, 2017 

Family Day February 20, 2017 

Mid-Winter Break 
March 13 to 17, 2017  

Inclusive 

Good Friday April 14, 2017 

Easter Monday April 17, 2017 

Victoria Day May 22, 2017 

PA Day June 9, 2017 

PA Day June 30, 2017 

      

Morning Session 8:42 am  
Morning Recess 10:05 – 10:20 am 
Lunch   11:30 – 12:32 pm 

Afternoon Session 12:35 pm  
Afternoon Recess 1:55 – 2:10 pm 

Dismissal  3:20 pm 
 

The official school year calendar for the 
Toronto District School Board runs from 
September 6, 2016 to June 29, 2017, incl. 

First day of classes for all students is  

September 6, 2016 

The last day of class for elementary students is 
June 29, 2017. 





  First Day of School Tuesday September 6 

* Welcome Assembly & Intro to SPA Tuesday Sept. 6 & Friday Sept. 9 

* Curriculum Night Thursday September 22 

* Terry Fox Run Tuesday September 27 

  P.A. Day Friday October 7 

  Thanksgiving (no school) Monday October 10 

  Remembrance Day Assembly Friday November 11 

  Progress Reports go home Tuesday November 15 

  P.A. Day for Parent/Teacher Interviews Friday November 18 

  Holiday Concert Dress Rehearsal Thursday December 15 @ 9:00AM 

  Holiday Concert Celebration Thursday December 15 @ 7:00PM 

  Winter Break Holidays December 26 to Jan 6 (inclusive) 

  P.A. Day Friday January 20 

  First Term Reports go home Tuesday February 14 

  P.A. Day for Parent/Teacher Interviews Friday February 17 

  Family Day Monday February 20 

  March Break March 13 to March 17 (inclusive) 

  Good Friday Friday April 14 

  Easter Monday Monday April 17 

* Spring Event Thursday April 20 

  Victoria Day Monday May 22 

  P.A. Day Friday June 9 

  Final Reports go home Tuesday June 27 

  Gr. 6 Graduation Tuesday June 27 

* Play Day & BBQ Wednesday June 28 

  Last Day of Classes Thursday June 29 

  P.A. Day Friday June 30 

Whitney P.S Calendar Dates & Events    

2016-2017 



SCOOTERS, SKATEBOARDS, LONG BOARDS and BIKES This is a 
very important reminder for all students who bring their scooters, skateboards, long boards and 
bikes to school. Scooters, skateboards, long boards and bikes may be used to get to school, but 
are NOT to be used on school property. Students must walk their bikes onto school property and 
lock them up by the bike racks. Also, scooters, skateboards and long boards must be left outside 
under the overhang outside the main doors and not used between the hours of 8:30 and 3:45. 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

Student Entrance @ 8:42am 
This is a reminder to all parents and students that the school bell rings every morning 
at 8:42AM. Beginning at8:30AM, we have 2 teachers on yard duty supervising any students 
who come to school early. We ask that all students in grades 1-6 and parents remain outside 
until the bell rings. At that time, all students will line up as they always do in front of their 
respective doors. Once students are lined up, the teachers on duty will open the doors. 
  
During inclement weather, students are welcome to stand inside the main entrance doors until 
the bell rings. Unless a student has a meeting with a teacher prior to 8:42AM, we do ask that all 
students and parents remain outside until the bell rings as we do not have supervision inside the 
building before that time. 

Forms and Notices 
Many forms have been sent home with your 
child this week that require your attention. 
Please review the following forms and return 
them to your child’s teacher by Monday Sept 
12th:  
 lunch registration form (grades 1-6)  
 the medical information form (511E) 
 walking excursion form (511H)  
 physical education / intramural form (511K)  
 media release form (529C). 

Junior Choir 
 Children in grade 4, 5 & 6 are eligible to participate in Junior Choir. 
Rehearsals will take place Mondays from 8 until 8:35am commencing Monday 
September 19th.  Some plans for the Junior Choir this year include the Remembrance 
Day Assembly, the Winter Concert on Dec. 15th & a performance at a Seniors 
Residence. There may be other events announced. Students may get a permission form 
from Ms Werbitsky during music class. 

             Ms Werbitsky 

Library Volunteers  
We are interested in having two parent volunteers come in a once a week to help with 
the book shelving and cataloguing in the library. If you would like to help, please 
email Mr. Winter.  No library experience is required but if you have previous experi-
ence as a library assistant, that is a bonus! 

           Jeffrey Winter 

mailto:jeffrey.winter@tdsb.on.ca?subject=Library%20Volunteer


safe arrivals… 

what happens if you forget? 
  

The TDSB has implemented a board wide elementary 
school Automated Call-out system for safe arrival. If you 

do not let the school office know about your child’s absence 
or lateness, the system will call you for each reporting 

period (morning AND afternoon attendance). 
  

Here’s how it works: 
1.     System will call the student’s listed “Home” number 

 If someone picks up and follows all the prompts, no other 
calls will be made 

 If no one picks up, or all prompts are not followed, the 
system “cascades” 

2.     Cascade = system calls all numbers for both parents 3 
times 

3.     System generates a report and notifies the school 
which students had successful call-outs and which students 

need follow up. 
 **NOTE** Once the system starts the call-out process, it 

cannot be stopped by the school. 

safe arrivals 

There are students in our 
school who have a potentially 
life-threatening allergy 
(anaphylaxis) to foods, 
predominantly peanuts and 
nuts. Please do not send 
peanut butter or products with 

peanuts or ANY nuts to school in your 
child’s lunch or snack. If your child has 
peanut butter or any peanut product at home, 
they should wash their hands and brush their 
teeth before coming to school. 
 
The medical form sent home with all students 
asks about health concerns, but if your child 
is anaphylactic and you have not informed 
the school, please do so immediately. Please 
continue to keep the school updated as 
medical information and/or needs change and 
provide the school with two epi pens – one 
will be kept in the office and it is 
recommended that we have an epi-pen in the 
classroom if a student is not carrying the pen 
with them at all times. Epi pens kept in the 
school need to be replaced by parents when 
they reach the expiry date. 

anaphylaxis 

If your child requires an epi pen 
please make sure the office and classroom teacher 
is informed and aware of your child’s needs and 
you have filled out the required paperwork.  
Students should carry their epi pen with them at 
all times and provide an extra one to be stored in 
the office.  Please provide one to the office 
immediately (with your child’s name on it). 

epi pens 

School staff cannot administer 
medication (Tylenol, cough 
syrup, antibiotics, etc.) unless 
the proper TDSB forms have 
been filled out by parents and 
signed some cases, by a medical 
doctor, giving permission and 
listing specific instructions for 
administering. These forms can 
be obtained from the office and upon completion 
will be kept on file in the office with all 
medication.  Please call the office if you have any 
questions. 

medication 

Please help us ensure that all children arrive safely 
at school by using the Safe Arrival reporting 
procedure every time your  child is absent or  late 
before 8:45am each school day. 
 
There are two ways to report for Safe Arrival: 
1.     Call our Hotline number @ 416-393-9384 
2.     Email whitney@tdsb.on.ca 
  
For either option, please make sure you provide the 
following information: 

  child’s name 

  child’s room number (or teacher name) 

  reason for absence or lateness 
  
**NOTE** Please do not call the main school 
number with Safe Arrival messages. 



 6:30-7:00 Assembly in the Gym 

Come and meet the principal, all staff and parent council to hear 
about our school wide initiatives and specialty programs for 
2016-17. 

7:00-7:45 Classroom Open House 

All parents and children are invited to visit classrooms to see 
the room, activities, meet the teacher…etc. Please feel free to 
roam the school and visit our specialty classrooms as well in-
cluding our music room, gym and French room! 

JK/SK Alex Steane room 208 

JK/SK Joanna Karadimas room 209 

JK/SK Paula Seigel room 210 

Grade 1 Joe Conway room 207 

Grade 1 Jennifer Hargrave room 202 

Grade 2 Patti Ann Allen room 205 

Grade 2 Brad Gadsden room 203 

Grade 3 Heather Hall room 306 

Grade 3/4 Laura Frew room 308 

Grade 4/5 Bert van Hoeijen room 303 

Grade 5 Shelley Robinson room 307 

Grade 6 Asher Wittenberg room 302 

French/Library Jeffrey Winter room 305 

Music Anne Werbitsky room 204 

P.E. Ian Chang Gym 

HSP/Resource Hong Sau room 206 

Prep/Gr. 3 Resource Kosmas Mouratidis room 301 

All parents and their children are invited to come and meet your child’s teacher in 
an “open house” forum on Thursday September 22nd beginning at 6:30 pm. We will begin the 

evening in the gym with a welcome assembly and then teachers and students are invited back to 
the classroom to see the room and meet the teacher. Children will take their parents on a tour of 

the classroom…so be prepared to be dazzled! There will not be a formal presentation by the 
teacher, but all teachers will be available to answer any curriculum questions you may have in the 

classroom. As well, teachers will have handy dandy handouts to provide you with more 
information about the curriculum content for the school year. As always, if you have any 

questions, please feel free to contact the school.  



W elcome to the 2016/2017 school year at Whitney 
Public School. We hope you've enjoyed your summer 

and are ready to start an exciting new school year at Whitney! 
 
The School Council (WSC) and the many 
parent volunteers are ready to make this year a 
memorable one. Plans for action packed SPA 
days, Lunch Time and After School 
programming, the Terry Fox Run and Harvest 
Fest are already underway. We are very 
fortunate to be part of such a vibrant school 
community with so many events and extra 
activities. The success of Whitney events and 
enrichment activities hinge largely upon your 
financial and voluntary efforts.  
 
Our first GENERAL council meeting will be in the school 
library at 6:30PM on September 26th. Please attend - this is 
your chance to get important updates from our Principal and the 
School Council on decisions that are being made to support the 
learning and growth of our student body. 
 
We welcome all comments, suggestions and questions. 
 
The Whitney Community is a fun and dedicated group of 
parents and caregivers that help to make a HUGE difference for 
our kids. 
 
All of us on council are looking forward to a fun-filled year! 

Meric Koksal and Ashley Rutledge  

Co-Chairs, Whitney School Council 

whitneyschoolcouncil@gmail.com 
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Don’t miss the GCM  September 26th 
Representatives from the TDSB Planning department will be coming to our GCM on Tuesday September 
26th to speak to us about a public process that is anticipated to commence later this fall that will include 

Whitney Jr. PS. The review will explore introducing a grade expansion at Whitney Jr. PS from JK to 
grade 6 to JK to grade 8, to which Rosedale Jr. PS could also become a feeder school. Currently both 

schools feed into Deer Park Jr. & Sr. PS for Grades 7 and 8. The intent of the discussion is to be proactive 
in communicating with the community about the process and to provide an opportunity for some 

preliminary questions and discussion. 

mailto:whitneyschoolcouncil@gmail.com


Dear Whitney Parents, Grandparents and Caregivers, 
 
This will be the 26th consecutive year that the Whitney community 
has supported The Terry Fox Foundation and the legacy of Terry Fox.  
This year's run will take place on Tuesday, September 27th (storm 
date Wednesday, September 28th). 
 
The Run will take place after morning announcements (approx. 
9:10am). 
 
All children from JK to Grade 6, and their parents and/or caregivers, 
are invited to participate.  We need 35-40 volunteers in order for the 
Run to take place.  We realize that many parents enjoy running with 
their children, however we ask that you please consider volunteering to 
help this year to ensure a safe and successful event.  Those who have 
participated over the years have found it to be a fun and worthwhile 
experience.  Volunteers are asked to stand along the route to make sure 
the students are safe and on course. 
 
Please email Shelley Moretti if you are able to volunteer with this year’s 
Run. In your email please include if you would prefer to be placed in 
Moore Park or Rosedale, or if you would like to be a driver.  
 
Thank you from the Terry Fox Committee  
(Patti Ann Allen, Shelley Moretti, Charlene Klein)  
 
                        

 

Terry Fox Pledge Sheet 

Donate Online  

on Whitney’s TF Page  

2016 Shirts for Sale!  They will be sold 

on  Wednesday September 21, Thursday September 22 and 
Friday September 23 in the mornings before school on the 
playground. 
 
Prices are $20 for all sizes (except 6X which is $15) 
Cash or cheque payment accepted. 

mailto:shelley.moretti@tdsb.on.ca?subject=Terry%20Fox%20Run%20Volunteer
http://www.terryfox.org/SchoolRun/_Library/2016_docs/2016_Pledge_Sheet_English.pdf
https://secure.terryfox.ca/registrant/TeamFundraisingPage.aspx?Referrer=%26Referrer%3dhttp%253a%252f%252ftest.scratchmarketing.com%252fterry-fox-nsrd%252flanding-page%252fenglish%252f&TeamID=695894#&panel1-1


Sept 12  to Sept 16 

 
We are so excited to share with you our 
version of the “Week of Inspirational 
Math” (WIM). This school-wide initiative 
from Kindergarten to Grade 6 students 
involved in 5 math open inquiry lessons! 
Implementing these Inspirational Math days 
stems from staff building upon teaching 
practices that develop a Growth Mindset 
when students approach new learning. 
 
Part of our professional learning has been to 
further our understanding around what it 
means to have a Growth Mindset and how it 
can improve upon student success!  
 
Generally, a Growth Mindset is the concept 
of understanding that the brain has an 
incredible ability to grow and 
change regardless of age – also called brain 
plasticity! 
  
So, as a school, we have decided to embark 
on using the math lessons developed by 
Stanford’s University, called Week of 
Inspirational Math (WIM). These 5 open-
ended inquiry lessons are what we might call 
“low-floor/high-ceiling” activities where 
ALL students have multiple entry points to 
participate regardless of math level or initial 
concept understanding. The accompanying 
videos introduce the overview of learning. 
 
Parents are encouraged to talk with your 
children with regards to the math they will be 
learning next week. As well, when you come 
to our Curriculum Night on September 22nd, 
you will have the opportunity to see the 
results of this exciting week!   
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me at the school. 
 
In the meantime click on the video link and 
watch The Power of Yet . 

Day 1- Monday September 12th  
Topic: Growth Mindset 

Day 2  Tuesday September 13th 
Topic: Brain Crossing   

Day 3  Wednesday September 14th 
Topic: Speed 

Day 4  Thursday September 15th 
Topic: Patterns 

Day 5  Friday September 16th 
Topic: Mistakes 

WEEK OF INSPIRATIONAL MATH    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLeUvZvuvAs


Drop everything and  

“Mind Up!”  
 
As a part of our health and wellness focus and in support of the 
Health/Physical Education Ontario Curriculum, we are 
continuing to offer this great opportunity in all our classes – JK- 
6. The support curriculum being used by all teachers is called 
“MindUp – Brain focused strategies for living and learning”. 
Since September 2014, for one period per week, for 30 minutes, 

all students at the same time, will participate in this comprehensive, classroom-tested, 
evidenced based curriculum that fosters social and emotional awareness, enhances 
psychological well-being, and promotes academic success.  
 
The activities are fun, interactive and grade appropriate. Broadly defined, mindful attention 
centers on conscious awareness of the present moment by focusing our attention and 
controlling our breath to reduce stress and optimize the learning capacity of the brain. If 
you are interested in learning more about “MindUp” and some of the exciting activities 
happening in the classrooms, please check out their website at thehawnfoundation.org and 
or speak to your child’s classroom teacher for more information. If you have further ideas 
and ways to support, please do not hesitate to share with 
us. 
 

 DPA:  Daily Physical Activity  
 
@ Whitney …back by popular demand! Almost 10 years 
ago, Education Minister Gerard Kennedy at that time, 
announced that every elementary student will take part in 
a minimum of 20 minutes of daily physical activity as part 
of the government's Healthy Schools Program. Since 
2005, Whitney students have participated in this program 
by attending regular Physical Education classes as well as 
being involved in numerous team sports, cross country 
running, track & field activities. 
 
A few years ago, we introduced EXTRA DPA (Daily Physical Activity) for all students and 
it was well received by all! So, back by popular demand, we will continue with our 
“divisional” physical activity program! Twice a month, for 20 minutes, all primary and 
junior students as a division, will participate in a fun filled physical activity exercise with 
our specialty teachers. This twenty minute period will occur just prior to lunchtime and will 
be held either outside (weather permitting) or in the gym. Through the lunch hour, 

http://thehawnfoundation.org/


The Hot Lunch Program at Whitney is 
available to students in Grades 1-6 and is 
catered by The Lunch Mom.  The 
Program starts on Monday, Sept 12th.   
 
You may have seen a purple form go 
home this week.  If your child wishes to 
participate, please return the form and a 
cheque payable to "TLM Catering" 
by Friday, September 9th.   
 
If you are unable to meet this deadline, it 
is not too late to join; please email the 
caterer, Tricia Tait, directly.  Please 
direct all questions regarding the menu 
or invoicing anytime to Tricia Tait.  
 

Carmen Tang 

Fall Menu Fall Order Form 

Staff Welcome Breakfast 
 

On behalf of the 
Whitney staff, I would 

like to thank the 
Whitney School 

Council for a wonderful 
breakfast on Friday 
September 9th! Your 
kindness and support 
for all we do is very 

much appreciated! We 
are very excited for the 
2016-2017 school year! 

Thank you again! 

Debbie 

 

Welcome Back Message  

from Trustee Chris Moise 

mailto:tricia@thelunchmom.com?subject=Whitney%20Hot%20Lunch
http://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/whitney/docs/2015WhitneyFALL2015MENU.pdf
http://www.thelunchmom.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/WHITNEY-ORDER-FORM-FALL-2016.pdf
http://www.thelunchmom.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/WHITNEY-MENU-FALL-2016.pdf
http://schoolweb.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/whitney/docs/BacktoSchoolMoise.pdf


Thursday September 29, 4-7pm 

Everyone is welcome - Whitney families, friends, and alumni too!  There will be 
delicious food, from burgers and hot dogs to smoothies and baked goods.  Your 
kids will not want to miss the bouncy castles, face painting, wacky hair do’s and 

more! 
 

Please help us make Harvest Fest a memorable start to the year. We are looking 
for volunteers from all grades to take on part of the Festival. 

 
For questions, you can contact the lead supervisors Jill Spidle, Ros Wilson and 

Sam Tremaine.  Thank you in advance for your contribution! 

Click here  
to volunteer! 

Calling all Whitney student artists…Show us what you 
love most about the Fall! Your posters will be judged on 
creativity, fall colors, and incorporating the spirit of the 

Harvest Festival.  
 

They can be submitted on 8 1/2 by 11 sized paper (be sure 
to include your name and room number on the back)  

Posters are due by Wednesday Sept 21 at the Main Office.  

We are calling for bakers from all classes to make 
the evening as yummy as possible!    

Please keep in mind that individual items will sell 
for $1 each (please cut into pieces accordingly) and 

packaged items for $5.  
 

All baked goods must be nut and peanut free.   
 

Baked goods should be dropped off in the teachers 
lounge by 1 pm on Wednesday, September 29th. To 

volunteer a baked item please click on the link 
above. 

For questions, you can contact 
Lisa Clark (lisadianaclark@me.com)  

 
Thank you in advance for your contribution! 

mailto:jspidle@yahoo.ca),
mailto:rosmondflynn@gmail.com
mailto:samtremaine@hotmail.com
http://signup.com/go/YS7zAc


Welcome to Chang’s Channel. My name is Ian Chang. I am new to Whitney and I will be 
taking over the Phys. Ed. teaching position until the end of 2016. I spent last year at Highland Junior High 
teaching Grade 7-9 Phys. Ed. and I’m very excited to join the great athletic tradition here at Whitney. I will 
be working with Asher and Whitney’s amazing staff to organize and run the sports this year.  

 

physical education class 
In class I have been talking to the students about the STARS 
program that I will be running with them. STARS stands for: 
 
During each class, the students in grades 1-6 have the opportunity to 
earn five stars. They will be competing against the other classes in 
the school, and at the end of two months, a prize will be awarded to 
the class with the most stars. One area students sometimes have a 
problem is not having the proper footwear. Please make sure that 
your child is wearing or has a pair of running shoes at school 
everyday.  
 

team sports 
There are a number of teams which Whitney will be fielding 
throughout the year.  
 

September to December:  Cross Countr y, Slo Pitch (boys and gir ls), Touch Football (boys and gir ls), 
Girls Basketball, Boys Volleyball  
January to March:  Ice Hockey, Boys Basketball, Gir ls Volleyball, Badminton  
April to June: Track and field, Soccer  (boys and gir ls), Ultimate Fr isbee  
 

To hit the ground running, both literally and figuratively, see the next page for a snapshot of the upcoming 
tryouts and practices for the following 2 weeks.  
 
A form has been sent home with the students which needs to be filled in to allow for your child to try out 
and make any of these teams.  Please return the form no later than Monday September 12th, as tryouts and 
practices will begin as soon as that afternoon.  
 
If you are interested in helping with one of the teams, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

I look forward to helping your kids find success in the classroom and on the field! 
 

Ian Chang 

Stay on task 

Try your best 

Active participation 
(include bringing proper shoes to class) 

Respect for self, others 
and equipment 

Sportsmanship and fair 
play 



Monday 19—Friday 23 

Monday 12—Friday 16 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

19 

Primary Cross Country 

(8:00a.m. @ Whitney) 

  

Boys Slo Pitch Tryout 

(3:30–4:30@Whitney) 

20 

Boys  and Girls  

Football Practice  

(7:30 @ Whitney) 

  

Girls Slo Pitch Practice  

(3:30–4:30 @ Whitney) 

21 

Junior Cross Country  

(8:00 @ Whitney) 

  

Boys Slo Pitch Practice  

(3:30–4:30 @ Whitney) 

22 

Boys and Girls Football 

Practice 

(7:30 @ Whitney) 

  

Girls Slo Pitch Practice  

(3:30–4:30 @ Whitney) 

23 

Primary and Junior 

Cross-country at 

Rosedale Park 

(Meet at 7:30  

@ Whitney or 7:45 @ 

Rosedale)  

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

12 

 Girls Football Tryout  

(3:30-4:30  

@ Whitney) 

 

  

13 

Boys Football Tryout  

(3:30-4:30  

@ Whitney) 

 

 

14 

Junior Cross-country  

(8:00 @ Whitney)  

15 

Boys and Girls Football 

Tryout  

(7:30 @ Whitney) 

  

Girls Slo Pitch Tryout  

(3:30–4:30 @ Whitney) 

16 

Primary and Junior 

Cross-country at 

Rosedale Park 

(Meet at 7:30  

@ Whitney or 7:45 @ 

Rosedale)  

 


