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Functions of Behavior

Attention

An indvidual may be engaging in &
behavior in order to access attention
from other students, teachers, of other
people. The attention can be positve
or negative.

How do | know if the behavior is an
attention behavior?

Refor 0 your ABC data. o consoquence
that folows o target behavior usually
involves anaiher person, i may be an
atention functon. Tho consoquence may.
o0 toachr acturo, oher sudents
laughing, or a paraprofessionalproviding
exta nelp.

Escape

Anindividual may be engaging in a
behavior in order 1o escape a stuation,
activity, or person. Escape behaviors
may not aways be fo get outof a task,
itmay be to escape a specific part of
the environment.

How o' know if the behavior is an
oscape behavior?

Rofor 1o your ABC data If the consequonce
hat ollows th target bohaviorusualy a
‘chango in an environmertal contingoncy.
may bo an escape behavior. The
‘consequence may be a break from a ask,
a tmo out, or 3c06ss .an area of the class
‘away from other sudens.

Sensory

An individual may be engaging ina
behavior o give himsalf some type of
internal sensation that is pleasing or
femove an internal sensation thatis
averse, These benaviors are
sometimes known s self-simulatory.

How do | know i the behavior is
‘sensory behavior?

Rafor 10 your ABC data. f he bonavior s
oceuring in a wide rango of setings, wih a
wide varoy of consequences, and
someimes occurs whi o indwidual s
aone, it may bo a sensory bonavior.

Access to
Tangibles

An individual may be engaging in a
behaviorin order to access an flem o
aciviy. The consequence may involve.
‘abreak or attention but consistently
involves access (0 an torm.

How do | know iF Hhe behavior is
maintdined by dccess to tangbles?

Rofr t0 your ABC data f o consoquence
hat folows o targot bohavio consistotly
invoves access toa preforred fom or
acivy it may bo an access o tangidle
oenaver,





