Welcome

Welcome to Bessborough Drive Elementary and Middle School.  We hope that this agenda will be useful to you. The first few pages outline the school expectations, rules and routines.  A brief description of our programs and school highlights are included.  As you read on, you will find many excellent study and organizational tips.  We hope you take advantage of this tool to help you learn the important life skills of time management and organization.

Your years at Bessborough School will offer many new experiences, new challenges and a variety of activities for you.  We hope you have a great year and remember to always try your very best!

Bessborough Mission Statement
The statements below are the guiding principles of Bessborough School.  They are statements about the kind of community we wish to build for all those who come in contact with Bessborough.

· We shall create a school that fosters respect of self, other people and the environment for the well-being of our mutual future.

· We shall develop programs that foster personal achievement, the dignity of each person and a curiosity for life-long learning.

· We shall support the equality of access to learning, the responsibility of each individual for his or her own learning and a respect and acknowledgement of individual differences.

· We believe that community interaction (local and global), communication with the public, and co-operation in decision-making will produce a school that is safe, productive and enjoyable.

School Hours

Yard Supervision - 8:35 a.m.  For your child(ren)’s safety they should not arrive prior to 8:35 a.m. 

Gr. 1 – 8:


8:50 a.m. – 11:40 a.m.


A.M. Recess:

10:35 a.m. – 10:50 a.m.


Gr. 7 – 8:


12:50 p.m. – 3:25 p.m.


Gr.  1 – 6:


12:50 p.m. – 3:40 p.m.


P. M. Recess:

2:35 p.m.– 2:50 p.m. (Gr. 1 – 6 only)


Kindergarten:

9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.






1:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.


Office Hours:                   8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

School Access
For security and safety reasons all doors will be locked with the exception of the front door. All visitors are to report to the office. During student entry time staff will open students’ access doors from the school yard. The front door is the exception for students unless your child is in the kindergarten program or your child has arrive late to school. 
Bessborough Public School Code of Behaviour

· We will respect the rights of all people.

· We will respect school property and the property of others.

· We will create a school free of prejudice such as sexism, and racism.

· We will accept the responsibilities given to us.

· We will be prepared for school and be ready to work hard daily.

· We will complete all our homework.

· We will come to school regularly and be on time.

· We will develop pride in ourselves, in our work, in our school and in our community.

Bessborough School Rules

· Follow instructions.

· Think before you act.

· Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself.

· Consider people’s feelings: no name calling, no excluding people, no belittling or insulting people, no racist, sexist or homophobic comments, no swearing, no bullying

Our total school commitment to building a safe, orderly and welcoming environment begins in the classroom where expectations are posted and reinforced daily by all staff.  In addition, we continue to hold school-wide assemblies and to implement such programs as Second Step, Kids 4 Kids, Anti-Bullying presentations and guidance.   With these programs, it is our goal to build self-esteem and develop good citizenship in all students.

Consequences for inappropriate behaviour enforced by the teachers or the office may include detentions, removal of privileges, parent contact, compensation for damages, suspension or expulsion.

To ensure that students follow the school Code of Behaviour and school rules, we appeal to parents for their support.  Depending on the behaviour we may seek the support of other school personnel such as the social worker or psychologist.  Under certain circumstances that lie beyond the scope of school and Board, the Police or Children’s Aid must be involved.

Dress Code Our Dress Code is reviewed by our Home and School. It currently reads:
The school is considered a work place and students should be suitably dressed for learning.

Clothes should be clean, neat and in good repair. Any clothing which is offensive, advertises drugs or alcohol, promotes or glorifies violence or vulgarity, offends an identifiable social group or suggests racial intolerance, is not allowed. No hats, with the exception of religious attire, may be worn inside the school at any time by any one. Tops must meet bottoms and bottoms must meet tops: lasagne straps are OK, spaghetti straps are NOT! In order to determine if shorts are too short, have your child hold their hands at their sides, their shorts should not be longer than their straightened out fingers. Appropriate footwear is required at all times. Students who are inappropriate dressed will be directed to the office and parents may be notified. These routines are in place for both modesty and sun safety reasons. We appreciate your support in implementing this code.
Bessborough Strives to be “Peanut and Nut-Free
Electronic Equipment
Students are reminded that they are not to bring cell phones/personal data devices, iPods/music listening devices, electronic games and cameras to school.  If for some reason they need to bring one, it MUST be turned off at all times and kept in their locker or with the teacher.  
There is to be not videotaping or taking pictures on school property without the direct supervision of a staff member. 

Parents are reminded not to call students during school hours and a telephone is available in the office for students to contact their parents in case of an emergency.
Lunchroom

A mid-day break away from school has positive benefits for children and is encouraged if at all possible. The Lunch Program is intended to support those students who have no other option but to stay at school for lunch. They eat in the mini-gym at tables, supervised by lunchroom supervisors. Permission forms go home the first day to allow parents the opportunity to register their children for lunch at school. Children who eat lunch at school must remain on school property throughout the lunchtime period and must obey behaviour expectations laid out for them to continue in the program. Children who participate in noon hour clubs and activities have the option of staying at school for lunch on those days, without having to sign up for the Lunch Program. 

There is a supervised lunch program at Bessborough for those students who do not have other arrangements.  After the students eat lunch they go outside, depending on the weather, until the lunch bell.  During this lunch period they are expected to show proper table manners and act in a manner that is safe and respectful towards other students and the supervisors.

Attendance

Students are expected to regularly attend classes in order to be successful.  If a student is ill or unable to attend school, a parent or guardian is expected to phone the school safe arrival program number at (416) 396-2320 to verify the absence of the student.  If no message is sent to the school, staff or parent volunteers will make every effort to call a parent at home or at work to find out why the student is absent.
Leaving School
If a student needs to leave early for any reason, a note or telephone call is required.  The student must sign out before they leave.
Safe Arrival
Students are expected to attend school regularly and punctually. Good attendance and punctuality are keys to success. If your cjhild is going to be late or absent PLEASE INFORM THE SCHOOL before 8:45 by telephone 416-396-2320.  

Lates

If a student comes in late, he/she needs to write out an admit slip to be let into class.  If there is no apparent reason for the late (i.e., an appointment) and the lateness is chronic the student will be required to serve an office detention and if punctuality does not improve the parent will be contacted.

Lockers

Students in grades 7 and 8 will be assigned a locker at the beginning of the year.  They must purchase their own combination lock and give the combination to their homeroom teacher.  Students may go to their lockers before school, after recess, before lunch and after school.  Permission from the teachers is needed to go at any other time.

Lockers are to be kept clean and tidy.

Cleanliness in/around the School

It is expected that students will co-operate in maintaining a high standard of cleanliness in the school and on the school grounds. All litter must be placed in a garbage can and recycling in a recycling container.  Students are expected to have an active role in cleaning up the class.
Agendas

It is required tool that every Bessborough student in grades 2 - 8 have their own agenda and use it on a daily basis so as to keep track of their work, due dates and other related information.  The school will sell agendas, or students may choose to use a commercially made one.  Parents/guardians should expect to see this agenda every day.  This is a shared responsibility of the student and parent/guardian(s).  In certain circumstances as discussed and arranged with the teacher, the student’s agenda will be initialled by the parent/guardian(s) to indicate that they have seen the assigned work.

School Yards
All students meet the mornings in the main school yard to the south of the building.

At first recess junior students use the north yard and all other students use the south.

During lunch recess students once again use the south yard and return after lunch to the south yard. All primary and junior students use the south yard for last recess. Intermediate students do not have last recess. 
Wheeled Objects (bikes, skateboards, scooters and rollerblades)

Students are welcomed and encouraged to ride their bicycles to school. Racks are provided at the west side of the school yard where bikes are to be locked for security. Students are required to wear helmets. Please remind you child(ren) not to ride in the school yard.
Students are required dismount their skate boards or scooters and to remove their rollerblades or Heelies once arriving to the entrance of the school yard. 

Parking Courtesies

The roads around the school are heavily travelled vehicle route. The following “courtesies” are designed to improve the flow of traffic, allow easy bus access to the school, increase visibility and keep students SAFE!  

· do not park in the “NO PARKING/NO STOPPING” signed areas

· follow and obey all traffic and rules of the road

· do not leave car idling, unattended with children inside or park in the staff parking lot

Home and School:  

WEB SITE: http://bessboroughhomeandschool.com
Home and School Chair and Contact:
Chair:  Josie Daga  -  bessboroughhomeandschool@gmail.com
Vice-chair: David Chmelnitsky - bessboroughhomeandschool@gmail.com
All Home and School Meetings are held in the Bessborough Library from 7-8:30pm.  
(Free babysitting is provided in the mini-gym).
Meeting Dates:
October 4, 2011
Dec 6, 2011
Feb 7, 2012
Apr 3, 2012
May 1, 2012
June 5, 2012
Association Contact: Bessborough H&S [bess.hs@gmail.com]
School Fact Sheet

Address: 211 Bessborough Drive, Toronto, ON M4G 3K2

Phone: 


       416-396-2315 
FAX: 416-396-2908

Safe Arrival:

       416-396-2320

Childcare Phone Number:     416-467-0389

Office Administrator: 



Ruth Murray

Office Clerical:



Gail Everett/Frida Anthony

Head Caretaker:



Sayeed Modhi

Evening Care Taker:



Bill Newell

Vice-principal:




Gingi Venczel

Principal:




Michael Walkington
School Highlights
Important Dates:
Sep 21:              Curriculum Night
Oct 20:               Lice Check
Oct 27:               Pizza Lunch
Nov 13:              Grade 8-9 Transition Evening
Nov 14:              Progress Reports
Nov 18:              Conference/ Interview Day
Nov 19:              PA Day
Nov 24:              Pizza Lunch
Dec 9:                PA Day
Dec 20 : 

Holiday Concert

Dec 26 - Jan 6:   Holiday Break
Jan 13:               Lice Check
Jan 26:               Pizza Lunch
Feb 17:              Teacher Conferences
Feb 23:              Pizza Lunch
Mar 12 - 16:       March Break
Mar 23:              Lice Check
Apr 26:               Pizza Lunch
Apr 30:               Music Monday
May 12:              Mayfair
May 16:              Spring Concert
May 24:              Grade 6 to 7 Orientation
May 24:              Pizza Lunch
Jun 1:                 PA Day
Jun 25:               Grace 6 Student Orientation
Jun 27:               Graduation
Jun 28:               Last Day of School
