Ready For Nine: Secondary School Information


O.S.S.D. – Ontario Secondary School Diploma

· 30 credits – 110 hours each

· 18 compulsory subjects 

· 12 elective or optional subjects

· 40 hours of community involvement

· Provincial Secondary School Literacy Test

· Grades 9 &10 have Academic, Applied, Locally Developed,  and Open courses

· Grades 11 & 12 courses are chosen based on student’s destination (Workplace, College, University)
Compulsory Credits – (18)

· 4 English/Francais – one credit per grade

· 1 French as a Second Language/English/Anglais

· 3 Mathematics – at least one in grade 11 or 12

· 2 Science

· 1 Canadian Geography

· 1 Canadian History

· 1 Arts (Dance, Dramatic Arts, Music, Visual Arts)

· 1 Health and Physical Education

· 0.5 Civics and 0.5 Career Studies

· 1 Additional English or a third language or a Social Science or an additional Canadian and World Studies

· 1 Business Studies or an additional Physical Education or an additional Arts

· 1 Grade 11 or 12 Science or Grade 9-12 Technology
Choosing my program – Applied/Academic/Locally Developed

Applied and Academic courses offer similar core content.  The main difference between them is the method of delivery.  Both Applied and Academic courses in Grade 9 will prepare students for either type of course in Grade 10.  English, Mathematics, Science, Geography, and French are available as either Academic or Applied courses. Students will be able to “crossover” from Academic courses to Applied courses and from Applied courses to Academic courses in Grade 10.  There is half credit course required when crossing over from Applied to Academic Mathematics. You may choose courses from both programs to complete your school year.  Both the Academic and Applied courses count as compulsory credits.

Locally Developed Compulsory Credits (Essential) courses were developed to for students have gaps in their foundation knowledge of the curriculum. These courses are offered in Math, English, and Science.
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Open Courses

Open courses have the same set of expectations for all students.  Physical Education, Arts, Civics and Career Education, Social Studies, Technology, and Business are available as Open courses.
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Grade 8 students will need to make these decisions in January/February when they complete their Course Selection Sheets.

Semestered and Non-Semestered Schools

Semestered schools offer courses on a half-year basis.  Generally, students will take 4 courses from Sept.-Jan. and another 4 courses from Feb. – June.  The 4 subjects are taken daily for the semester.

Non-Semestered schools offer courses on a full year basis.  Generally, students will take 8 courses for the whole year.  Subjects are scheduled every other day.

